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Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
 

Worship Theme: 
Being the Church of Grace for the People who will be Grace 

 
Lay Reader: 
Carol Hose 

 
WELCOME 
PRELUDE ‘Prelude in G’ – Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)  
  
* CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: The Father's voice bears witness to the Son. 
     People: God has shown himself to us. 
Leader: The Son bows his head beneath the waters of the Jordan. 
     People: God has shown himself to us. 
Leader: Christ submits to John's baptism and frees us from slavery. 
     People: God has shown himself to us. 
Leader: God's love is seen to the end of the world. 
     People: God has shown himself to us. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #605             “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” 

1. Wash, O God, our sons and daughters, where your cleansing waters flow. 
Number them among your people; bless as Christ blessed long ago. Weave them 
garments bright and sparkling; compass them with love and light. Fill, anoint them; 
send your Spirit, holy dove and heart's delight. 

2. We who bring them long for nurture; by your milk may we be fed. Let us join 
your feast, partaking cup of blessing, living bread. God, renew us, guide our footsteps; 
free from sin and all its snares, one with Christ in living, dying, by your Spirit, children, 
heirs. 

3. O how deep your holy wisdom! Unimagined, all your ways! To your name be 
glory, honor! With our lives we worship, praise! We your people stand before you, 
water-washed and Spirit-born. By your grace, our lives we offer. Recreate us; God, 
transform! 

* OPENING PRAYER 
God of all creation, you came into the world that we might know love and new life. Pour 
your Spirit on your church, that it may fulfill Christ’s command to live the gospel 
everywhere; that the proclamation of the good news might be heard throughout the 
earth. Reassure us, that we are your beloved people. Defend us against all evil and 
temptation. Give us grace to bear faithful witness to you. Endue us with love, keep us 
constant in prayer, empower us for the service of love. Amen. 
 



 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Love” 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 43:1-7 

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do 
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2 When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your 
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4 Because you are precious in my sight, and 
honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5 Do 
not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will 
gather you; 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring 
my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—7 everyone who is called 
by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 
  

PSALM LESSON Psalm 29 (responsive reading) 

Leader: Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
     People: Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; worship the LORD in holy 
splendor. 
Leader: The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over 
mighty waters. 
     People: The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
Leader: The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 
    People: the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
Leader: He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
     People: The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
Leader: The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
     People: the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
Leader: The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; 
     People: and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 
Leader: The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
     People: May the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD bless his people 
with peace! 
  

EPISTLE LESSON Acts 8:14-17  

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, 
they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only 
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 



 

GOSPEL LESSON          Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.”  

Pastor:    This is the word of God for the people of God. 
          People:   Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 
SERMON “Well Pleased”                                              Pastor Dionne 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

The third day he arose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

 
REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

INVITATION 
Sisters and brothers in Christ: through the sacrament of baptism God's Spirit has been poured 
out upon water, water poured over and immersing us, water that flows freely for all who will 
receive it, water from the streams of God's saving power and justice, water that brings hope to 
all who thirst for righteousness, water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new birth. 
 
 



 
 
Today we come to the waters, to renew our commitments in each other's presence to Christ 
who has raised us, the Spirit who has birthed us, and the Creator who is making all things 
new. 
 
RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH (responsive reading) 
Leader:  And so I ask you, will you turn away from the powers of sin and death? 

People: We renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers 
of this world, and repent of our sin! 

Leader:  Will you let the Spirit use you as prophets to the powers that be? 
People: We accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, 
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves! 

Leader:  Will you proclaim the good news and live as disciples of Jesus Christ, his body on 
earth? 

People: We confess Jesus Christ as our Savior, put our whole trust in his grace, 
and promise to serve him as our Lord, in union with the church which Christ has 
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races! 

Leader:  Will you be living witnesses to the gospel, individually and together, wherever you 
are, and in all that you do? 

People: We will remain faithful members of Christ's holy church and serve as 
Christ's representatives in the world. 

Leader:  Will you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments? 

People: We affirm and teach the faith of the whole church as we put our trust in 
God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, his only Son, and in the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever. 

 
 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER (responsive reading) 
Leader:  The Spirit of the Lord is with us. 

People: Even so, come Lord Jesus! 
Leader:  Let us pray. Almighty God, the life you birthed in us by baptism into Jesus Christ will 
never die. Your justice never fails. Your mercy is everlasting. 

People: Your healing river flows. Your Spirit blows where you will. We cannot 
stop you, God! 

Leader:  But sometimes we try. We try to block the flow, we redirect the winds of the Spirit, or 
we walk so far away from the life-giving Stream that we do not hear its sound, and we forget 
its power.  We parch ourselves. 

People: We are dry and thirsty, O God. Come, refresh us! 
Leader:  Come upon us, Holy Spirit! 

People: Come upon us, Holy Spirit! 
Leader:  Come upon these waters. 

People: Come upon these waters. 
Leader:  Let these waters be to us drops of your mercy. 

People: Let these waters remind us of your righteousness and justice. 
 



 
 
Leader:  Let these waters renew in us the resurrection power of Jesus. 

People: Let these waters make us long for your coming reign. 
Leader: Most Holy God, Abba, Father! 

People: Glory to you! 
Leader:  Jesus Christ, Savior, Lord! 

People: Glory to you! 
Leader:  Spirit of fire, Spirit over the waters, Spirit of holiness! 

People: Glory to you! 
Leader:  Eternal God, One in Three and Three in One! 

People: All glory is yours, now and forever. Amen! 

SHARING OF PRAYERS AND PRAISES  

 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
Your word of light and hope floods into our lives, O God. We have lived in darkness, in despair 
and fear, doubt and strife. But on this day of celebration, you remind us that we are marked by 
you to be witnesses to your light of new hope. As the heavens opened at Jesus' baptism, so is 
your love poured out on us. We have brought before you names and situations which concern 
us, people who face illness and grief, whose lives are torn by poverty, war, alienation, 
addiction, and hopelessness. We ask for your loving mercy on them, O Lord. Heal them and 
bind up their wounds. Help us to be people who are ready to be involved in ministries of peace 
and justice, bringing the light of your hope to those who dwell in darkness and despair. We 
ask this in Jesus' Name, Amen. 
 
INVITATION 
The invitation is simple: Come, the table is prepared for you to nourish the body and to feed 
the soul.  We receive the bread and wine connected to the ages:  to the saint of old who felt 
unworthy, to the seeker eager to know God, to the teenager who wonders what it’s all about, 
to the child who eats with unburdened faith.  Woven into this time, the hopes and tears of 
generations.  There is great joy here.  You are invited because Jesus is the host. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE (responsive, please remain seated) 
Leader:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN REPORT 
 
THE OFFERING  
OFFERTORY ANTHEM ‘Day by Day’ – Mark Schweizer (1956-2019) 
DOXOLOGY 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



     
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
God of new beginnings, as we move into this new year, stir in us the feelings of 
expectation! Kindle our hearts and minds to see possibilities for our world and for your 
kingdom. Help us to believe that the world we have can be better: more loving, more 
just, more compassionate, and looking much more like the world you’ve imagined for 
us. Lord, help us to give generously this day to empower that to happen. In the name of 
Christ, Savior and Redeemer, we pray. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING EPIPHANY  
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 
God, creator of heaven and earth.   

Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had formed the earth, from everlasting to 
everlasting, you alone are God. You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the 
earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned 
away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made 
covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets.  And so, with your 
people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest.  

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, in whom you have revealed yourself, our 
light and our salvation. You sent a star to guide wise men to where the Christ was born; and in 
your signs and witnesses, in every age and through all the world, you have led your people 
from far places to his light.  By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave 
birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new 
covenant by water and the Spirit.  

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:   
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."    



 

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and 
said:    

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me."    

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as 
we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make 
them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one 
in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly 
banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor 
and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 
Communion Hymn #614 “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 

1. For the bread which you have broken, for the wine which you have poured, for 
the words which you have spoken, now we give you thanks, O Lord. 

2. By this pledge that you do love us, by your gift of peace restored, by your call 
to heaven above us, hallow all our lives, O Lord. 

3. With our sainted ones in glory seated at the heavenly board, may the church 
that's waiting for you keep love's tie unbroken, Lord. 

4. In your service, Lord, defend us, in our hearts keep watch and ward; in the 
world where you have sent us, let your kingdom come, O Lord. 

 



 
 
The Giving of the Bread, The Passing of the Cup 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (in unison) 
Almighty God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have revealed 
yourself to us. Send us out into the world to see and bear witness to your revelation in 
all things, and invite all to come, taste and see your saving power; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
CLOSING HYMN                “I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath” 

1. I'll praise my Maker while I've breath; and when my voice is lost in death, 
praise shall employ my nobler powers. My days of praise shall ne'er be past, while life, 
and thought, and being last, or immortality endures. 

2. Happy are they whose hopes rely on Israel's God, who made the sky and earth 
and seas, with all their train; whose truth forever stands secure, who saves 
th'oppressed and feeds the poor, for none shall find God's promise vain. 

3. The Lord pours eyesight on the blind; the Lord supports the fainting mind and 
sends the laboring conscience peace. God helps the stranger in distress, the widow 
and the fatherless, and grants the prisoner sweet release. 

4. I'll praise my God who lends me breath; and when my voice is lost in death, 
praise shall employ my nobler powers. My days of praise shall ne'er be past, while life, 
and thought, and being last, or immortality endures. 

 

BENEDICTION                   

POSTLUDE ‘Sortie’ – Noel Rawsthorne (1929-2019) 
 

 
 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God, 
and in honor of our granddaughter  

Sarah Elizabeth Kim’s January 15th birthday,  
and Patty Leonard’s January 14th birthday. 

Placed by Cordy, Patty, and Jonathan 
 

Available Sundays to sponsor flowers 
is February 27, March 13, 20, and April 24. 

 

 
 
 
 



 
  Grace Notes 

January 16, 2022 

 
 

WELCOME! We are so glad you chose to worship with us today and hope you’ll return to worship 

again!  Lives are being changed by the power of God, and when we choose to allow the Lord to lead 

and guide us, amazing things can happen. When we unite with the United Methodist Church, we vow to 

support it with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service. 
 
OUR PRAYERS - Persons placed on the “Prayer Requests” list remain for a period of two weeks. 
Re-submit the request if additional time is needed. If a person has a long-term illness, request they be 
added to the “Long-term Illness” list.  
            
Hospitalized (Please notify the office if you are aware of a member of Grace who has been admitted 

or released) –     

Meritus:  

Released:  

 

A shut-in listing is available in the Narthex.  Please notify the church office if there is a change.   

Joys & Concerns  

Jan. 2 & 9: None to report 

 

Prayer Requests (Long-term Illness): Terry Bartles – Coffman Nursing Home (Joann Bartles); Leon 

Brumback - Williamsport Nursing Home (Henry Sines); Joann McLucas; Liana Spessard (Brian and 

Cindy Tedrick) 

 

NOTE:  Please call or email the church office with someone you would like to include. Also, 

continue to check the list and contact the office if there is someone whose name should be removed.  

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: January 16 – January 22 

Sunday 2 Corinthians 3:1-18       Tuesday 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10       Thursday 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Monday 2 Corinthians 4:1-15     Wednesday 2 Corinthians 5:11-21      Friday 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 

Saturday 2 Corinthians 7:2-16 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: January 9 – January 15 

Sunday  Ephesians 5:1-20    Tuesday Ephesians 6:1-24        Thursday 2 Corinthians 1:12-24 

Monday  Ephesians 5:21-33  Wednesday 2 Corinthians 1:1-11   Friday 2 Corinthians 2:1-11 

Saturday 2 Corinthians 2:12-17 

 

Stewardship of Time and Treasures 
     
OUR PRESENCE                                                        OUR GIFTS                                                        
  Worship: 42                                                 Non-restricted offerings received last week: $6,886.00 
  Sunday School: 17                                           Needed for Weekly Budget: $4,123.00 
                                                                 Capital Campaign: $410.00 
 



 

OUR SERVICE                 
    Serving in January 
     Ushers:  Rodger Sheffer, J. C. Martin, Bill Thompson, Donna and Roy Shoop, Madison Shoop, 

Lucas Shoop  
   Greeter: Daisy Wolfensberger       
        Lay Reader Jan. 23 – Brian Tedrick     Lay Reader, Jan. 31 – Earlene Johnson 

  
CALENDAR 

Sun., Jan. 16 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall 

 9:00 am  Sunday Worship, Communion  

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages 

  REACH week Jan. 16 – Jan. 22 

Wed., Jan. 19 6:00 pm Pot Luck Supper and Bible Study 

Sat., Jan. 22 9:00 am UMW Meeting 

Sun., Jan. 23 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall 

 9:00 am  Sunday Worship 

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages 

Sun., Jan. 30 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall 

 9:00 am  Sunday Worship 

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages 

 12:00 pm One Board Leadership Meeting in Rider Hall 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pastor Dionne will be unavailable the week of January 24 – January 28. She will be working with 

BOOM (Board of Ordained Ministry) through the Baltimore/Washington Conference. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank You - A big thank you to Pastor Dionne for blessing the gifts for the Salem Avenue 

Elementary Angel Tree, as well as greeting the parents. Thanks to Skip Magner for helping the parents 

as they came to receive the gifts for their children and to Henry Sines for organizing and arranging the 

gifts to make the process run so smoothly.  

And last, but certainly not least, thanks to all of you who donated money and went shopping to buy gifts 

to brighten Christmas for the children.    

Blessings to you all, 

Jim 

 

Thank You – Thank you to everyone who sent sympathy cards following Ruby’s passing.  Rodger 

Sheffer 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

REACH – Grace Church is coordinating at the REACH Homeless Shelter here in Hagerstown this 

week January 16-January 22. If you’re interested in serving or would like more information, please 

contact Linn Davison at 301-331-8872. Any monetary donations towards food items would be greatly 

appreciated to help in the purchase of food items.  If writing a check, please make it out to Grace United 

Methodist Church and notate for REACH and place it in the offering plate.  Also, please keep this 

ministry in your prayers for strength, wisdom, compassion, safety, and that the love of the Lord shines 

through us. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

Campaign Funds – When contributing to the campaign fund, please keep the capital 

campaign donations separate from the general budget by placing them in the campaign 

fund basket.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENT - In case of an emergency, please contact Pastor Dionne at (240) 347-2345 (cell), 

(301) 302-7509 (home office) or pastordionne.hall@gmail.com. The church office number is (240) 850-

2934. Please inform the hospital and/or funeral home that Pastor Dionne is the Pastor at Grace. The 

Pastor and church should be notified of any illness or death of a member or family member 

first.  The Pastor will confirm availability dates for Services of Death and Resurrection with the funeral 

home director.  Keep in mind that Pastor Dionne serves two churches.  Members should be flexible 

when planning any events as two churches will be affected. 

 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Dionne 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Submission deadline for weekly Bulletin or Grace Notes announcements is 10:00 am on Wednesday. The 

bulletin is generally produced on Wednesday of each week.  Please either call the office or e-mail your 

announcement. Church office hours are  

8:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday through Thursday.  The office is closed on Friday. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please Note:  Pastor Dionne may be reached by email at pastordionne.hall@gmail.com or by texting or 

calling her cell phone at 240-347-2345.  Those using Facebook may contact her through Facebook 

Messenger. If you would like to meet with Pastor Dionne, please make an appointment by contacting 

the church office at 240-850-2934. 
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