
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Worship Theme: 
Being the Church of Grace for the People who will be Grace 

 
 
 
PRELUDE - ‘O Zion, Haste’ – Mark Sedio (b. 1954) 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: The God of all creation calls us. 

People: We come, knowing that our deliverance and honor rest in God. 
Leader: Power and steadfast love belong to God. 

People: We come to sing and pray, celebrating the presence of this mighty, 
loving God.  
 

 



 
  
 
HYMN – Hope of the World 

1. Hope of the world, thou Christ of great compassion, speak to our fearful hearts by 
conflict rent. Save us, thy people, from consuming passion, who by our own false hopes and 
aims are spent. 

2. Hope of the world, God's gift from highest heaven, bringing to hungry souls the 
bread of life, still let thy spirit unto us be given, to heal earth's wounds and end all bitter strife. 

3. Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways, showing to wandering souls the path of 
light, walk thou beside us lest the tempting byways lure us away from thee to endless night. 

4. Hope of the world, who by thy cross didst save us from death and dark despair, from 
sin and guilt, we render back the love thy mercy gave us; take thou our lives, and use them as 
thou wilt. 

5. Hope of the world, O Christ o'er death victorious, who by this sign didst conquer 
grief and pain, we would be faithful to thy gospel glorious; thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever 
reign. 

  
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 Holy One, God of all Creation, you call us to be your people, to carry your vision in this 
time and place, to go where you send us to help welcome your amazing good news. As we 
gather in the presence of the risen Christ to spread the news that your realm is near, fill us 
with your Holy Spirit, O God of all Creation. Fill us with your glorious Spirit, that we may share 
your good news with a world in need. Amen. 
 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH, #881     The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



 

 

GLORIA PATRI, #70 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  
 

 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hollowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN – Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee; let the water and the blood, 

from thy wounded side which flowed, be of sin the double cure; save from wrath and make me 
pure. 

2. Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law's demands; could my zeal no respite 
know, could my tears forever flow, all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone. 

3. Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to the cross I cling; naked, come to thee for 
dress; helpless, look to thee for grace; foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die. 

4. While I draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyes shall close in death, when I soar 
to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne, Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide 
myself in thee. 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ 
walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. When God saw what they 
did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 
had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
PSALM LESSON  Psalm 62:6-14 
For God alone my soul in silence waits;   

truly, my hope is in him. 
He alone is my rock and my salvation,  

my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
In God is my safety and my honor;  

God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
Put your trust in him always, O people,  

pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 
Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath,  

even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
On the scales they are lighter than a breath,  

all of them together. 
Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;  

though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
God has spoken once, twice have I heard it,  

that power belongs to God. 
Steadfast love is yours, O Lord,  

for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
EPISTLE LESSON 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 
who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as 
though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 
 
HYMN – Jesus Calls Us 

1. Jesus calls us o'er the tumult of our life's wild, restless sea; day by day his sweet 
voice soundeth, saying, "Christian, follow me!" 

2. As of old the apostles heard it by the Galilean lake, turned from home and toil and 
kindred, leaving all for Jesus' sake. 

3. Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world's golden store, from each idol that 
would keep us, saying, "Christian, love me more!" 

4. In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, still he calls, in cares 
and pleasures, "Christian, love me more than these!" 

5. Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call, give our hearts to thine 
obedience, serve and love thee best of all. 



 
 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:14-20 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in 
the good news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow 
me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 
their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
SERMON “Follow”                                    Pastor Margaret Clemons 
 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN – God of Love and God of Power 

1. God of love and God of power, grant us in this burning hour grace to ask these gifts 
of thee, daring hearts and spirits free. God of love and God of power, thou hast called us for 
this hour. 

2. We are not the first to be banished by our fears from thee; give us courage, let us 
hear heaven's trumpets ringing clear. God of love and God of power, thou hast called us for 
this hour. 

3. All our lives belong to thee, thou our final loyalty; slaves are we whene'er we share 
that devotion anywhere. God of love and God of power, thou hast called us for this hour. 

4. God of love and God of power, make us worthy of this hour; offering lives if it's thy 
will, keeping free our spirits still. God of love and God of power, thou hast called us for this 
hour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 

As we go out to meet a changing world, remember this:  
God alone is our rock and our salvation;  

the risen Christ is calling each of us to share the good news  
of the realm of God.  

The realm of God is near, and we are on the way. Amen. 
 

 
POSTLUDE – ‘Prelude from Suite médiévale’ – Jean Langlais (1907 – 1991) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


