
 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship Theme: 
Being the Church of Grace for the People who will be Grace 

 
 

PRELUDE - ‘Fugue in F Major’ – J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: The Lord continually watches all of God’s own sheep. 

People: They are led to green pastures and brought before stilled waters. 
Leader: Praise God for God’s tender and loving care of us. 

People: Thanks to God for all the mercies God shows to us. 
Leader: Let us enter God’s house with hearts filled with joy. 

People: O Lord, open our spirits to respond to your words of compassion. 
Amen. 

 
 



  
 
 
HYMN #75 All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

1. All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. Him serve with 
mirth, his praise forth tell; come ye before him and rejoice. 

2. Know that the Lord is God indeed; without our aid he did us make; we are his folk, 
he doth us feed, and for his sheep he doth us take. 

3. O enter then his gates with praise; approach with joy his courts unto; praise, laud, 
and bless his name always, for it is seemly so to do. 

4. For why! the Lord our God is good; his mercy is forever sure; his truth at all times 
firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure. 

 
 
Opening Prayer  

God of justice and peace, bring your dazzling light into our hearts and spirits that we 
might see the glorious opportunities we have to serve you. Help us to see that following your 
mandate to feed the hungry, bring nourishment to those who thirst, offer clothing to those in 
need, visit the sick and those who are imprisoned, welcome the stranger – any activity of 
service as an act of great privilege and joy. We praise you for the light of your son, Jesus 
Christ, who boldly bids us care for each other and become those who would bring good news 
of peace for all. Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH, #881     The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI, #70 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  
 
 



 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
ANTHEM – ‘Sing to the Lord of Harvest’ – Healey Willan (1880-1968) 

Sing to the Lord of harvest, sing songs of love and praise;  
with joyful hearts and voices your alleluias raise!  
By him the rolling seasons in fruitful order move;  
sing to the Lord of harvest a song of happy love.  

By him the clouds drop fatness, the deserts bloom and spring,  
the hills leap up in gladness, the valleys laugh and sing.  
He filleth with his fullness all things with large increase;  

he crowns the year with goodness, with plenty, and with peace.  
Heap on his sacred altar the gifts his goodness gave,  

the golden sheaves of harvest, the souls He died to save.  
Your hearts lay down before him when at his feet ye fall,  

and with your lives adore him who gave his life for all.  
 
 
HYMN #66 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, to the throne thy tribute bring; ransomed, 
healed, restored, forgiven, evermore God's praises sing. Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the 
everlasting King. 

2. Praise the Lord for grace and favor to all people in distress; praise God, still the 
same as ever, slow to chide, and quick to bless. Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious now God's 
faithfulness. 

3. Fatherlike, God tends and spares us; well our feeble frame God knows; motherlike, 
God gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes. Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely yet God's mercy 
flows. 

4. Angels in the heights, adoring, you behold God face to face; saints triumphant, now 
adoring, gathered in from every race. Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with 
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie 
down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I 
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals 
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no 
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one 
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among 
them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 
 
PSALM LESSON Psalm 100 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;   

serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 
Know this: The Lord himself is God;   

he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his 
pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise;   
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;   
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 
 
 
 
EPISTLE LESSON Ephesians 1:15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  
 
 



 
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his 
feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness 
of him who fills all in all. 
 
 
HYMN #131 We Gather Together 

1. We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; he chastens and hastens his will to 
make known. The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. Sing praises to his name; 
he forgets not his own. 

2. Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, ordaining, maintaining his kingdom 
divine; so from the beginning the fight we were winning; thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory 
be thine! 

3. We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, and pray that thou still our defender 
wilt be. Let thy congregation escape tribulation; thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us 
free! 

 
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 25:31-46 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to 
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 
not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 
Pastor: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
 



 
SERMON “An Unusual King”                                    Pastor Margaret Clemons  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN #694 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

1. Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; all is safely 
gathered in, ere the winter storms begin. God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be 
supplied; come to God's own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 

2. All the world is God's own field, fruit as praise to God we yield; wheat and tares 
together sown are to joy or sorrow grown; first the blade and then the ear, then the full corn 
shall appear; Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 

3. For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take the harvest home; from the field 
shall in that day all offenses purge away, giving angels charge at last in the fire the tares to 
cast; but the fruitful ears to store in the garner evermore. 

4. Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring thy final harvest home; gather thou thy people in, 
free from sorrow, free from sin, there, forever purified, in thy presence to abide; come, with all 
thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home. 

  
 
BENEDICTION 

Hear the cries of those in need!  
Go into God’s world, enabled by Christ to be in ministries of compassion for all God’s people. 

Love this world as God has loved you. Care tenderly always for all of creation.  
Go and faithfully serve in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE – ‘Tuba Tune’ – C. S. Lang (1891-1971) 

 

 
 

 
 


