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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Worship Theme: 
Building Our Future 

 
Lay Reader: 

Brian Tedrick 
 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Leader: “They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand 
as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.” 

People: We are the followers of that root of Jesse Isaiah spoke of. We are the 
ones who are now called to stand as a signal to the world, to all of creation, that peace 
is the will of the one who created us. Peace is the knowledge of the Lord that we 
proclaim from sea to shining sea.  
Leader: “In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea proclaiming. 
“Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” And “bear fruit worthy of repentance.” 

People: We light these candles, the candle of joyful hope and the candle of 
proclaimed peace, in part to remind ourselves that we are a people rising toward God’s 
promise. But we also light them as a sign to the world, an announcement there are 
some who hold on to hope and there are some who work the ways of peace. We stand 
as a sign that Emmanuel is still our fervent prayer. 
 
 
PRELUDE “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (verse 2) 

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; to us 
the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (in unison) 
Leader:  A shoot has come forth from the stump of Jesse. 

People:  The spirit of the Lord rests upon his shoulders. 
Leader:  Wisdom guides his feet. 

People:  Righteousness is the belt around his waist. 
Leader:  Faithfulness is the mantle upon his shoulders. 

People:  Counsel and might cover his head. 
Leader:  A shoot has come forth from the stump of Jesse. 

People:  God’s promised salvation is at hand. 
 

 



 

 

OPENING HYMN “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears 
and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope 
of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us 
forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our 
hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
Mighty One, the spirit of the Lord rests upon your chosen one: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.  As we behold your glory in the heavens, breathe your passion for justice into 
our hearts, that we may defend the poor, deliver the oppressed, and help the weary. In  
this season of Advent, may your righteousness flourish and may your peace abound, 
that none shall hurt or destroy on all your holy mountain. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT      Charissa Hose 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                 Isaiah 11:1-10 

11 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in 
the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of 
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the 
belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear 
shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall 
stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
  

PSALM LESSON Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (responsive reading) 

Leader: Give the king your justice, O God, 
     People: and your righteousness to a king’s son. 
Leader: May he judge your people with righteousness 
     

 



 
     People: and your poor with justice. 

Leader: May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in 
righteousness. 

     People: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the 
needy, and crush the oppressor. 
Leader: May he live while the sun endures and as long as the moon, throughout all 
generations. 
     People: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the 
earth. 
Leader: In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 
     People: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and 
Amen. 
 

EPISTLE LESSON Romans 15:4-13  
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the 
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to 
the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore 
I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”; 10 and again he says, 
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let 
all the peoples praise him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one 
who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

GOSPEL HYMN “What Child is This” 

1. What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? Whom angels 
greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? This, this is Christ the 
King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, 
the son of Mary. 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? Good 
Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. This, this is Christ the 
King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, 
the son of Mary. 

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him; the 
King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. This, this is Christ the 
King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, 
the son of Mary. 



 

Prayer of Illumination (in unison) 
God of our people and Lord of every nation, let your Word ring out from the mountains 
and your Spirit shine forth in the earth, so that all may hear your teaching and all may 
do your will; through Jesus Christ our peace.  Amen. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON          Matthew 3:1-12 

3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make his paths straight.’” 4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea 
and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in 
the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I 
baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful 
than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  

Pastor:    The word of God for the people of God. 
          People:   Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
SERMON “Stand as a Signal”                                           Pastor Dionne 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

The third day he arose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 



 

 

SHARING OF PRAYERS AND PRAISES  

PASTORAL PRAYER  
Let us pray for the Spirit of Wisdom to rest upon us, A spirit of understanding and knowledge, 
Grant us to live in harmony, God’s mercy prevail 
Let us pray for God’s steadfastness to gird our spirit, May peace prevail like lamb and wolf, 
Grant us to live in harmony, God’s mercy prevail 
Let us pray, for voices crying out in the wilderness Women living in fear, children hiding Grant 
all a place of harmony God’s mercy prevail 
Let us pray, repent of harm done to the innocent Clear the chaff of abuse and hurt Bear the 
Spirit of harmony God’s mercy prevail 
Let us pray for the God of hope, joy and peace to fill All hearts, one voice to glorify God, 
prepare the way, God’s mercy prevail 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
Let us lay before God and one another the distances between us:  the impatience, idolatries, 
and lack of compassion that form our confessions this day.  For if we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves.  Yet in mercy, God will forgive us and renew us.  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
Living God, we long to wake from sleep, for your kingdom has drawn near.  Already, 
the axe is lying at the foot of the tree, and we yearn to return to you once more.  May  
our spirits bear the fruit of repentance.  We desire the blessings to be found when we 
respond to the prophets of old by dedicating our lives to you in word and deed. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (read responsively) 
Leader:  Hold fast to the promises of God—promises of steadfast love and forgiveness.  Abide 
in the grace of Christ.  Rest in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Do this and you will know life 
eternal.  The peace of Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN REPORT 
 
THE OFFERING  
OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY 'Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme' - J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
DOXOLOGY      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 



 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Gracious God, you offer us a gift beyond price.  Your Son is like the sweet kiss of rain 
on a barren land.  Your promised salvation is like the bread of heaven for those who are 
perishing.  In gratitude for your abundant gifts, we commit ourselves to act justly, in 
solidarity with the poor, and we pledge our assistance to those who are in need.  May 
the gifts we bring before you this day hasten the day when none shall hurt or destroy 
on all your holy mountain. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
Come, let’s go up to God’s holy mountain, the mountain of love revealed to us in Christ Jesus.  
Let’s go to join the feast of grace shown to us at this table of holy communion. Come to this 
abundant feast, this mountain of love, that our hearts and minds may be prepared to receive 
the coming Christ. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR ADVENT 
Pastor: Prepare the way of the Lord! 

People: Straighten our crooked paths, O God! 
 
Pastor The day of the Christ’s coming draws near. 

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: The Spirit of the Lord is in this place. 

People: Pray through us now, Holy Spirit. 
 
Pray through us now, that we may praise you, Holy, Triune God, with angels and archangels, 
with beings in heaven and all creatures on earth, with all who have ever sung this hymn of 
praise: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest! 
 
Leader: Blessed are you, Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, making all things new. 

People: Blessed are you, Jesus Christ! 
 
Leader: Blessed are you, Holy Spirit, dissolving every chain of sin that binds us, rebuking 
every power that enslaves, purifying our hearts, challenging every action not moved by love, 
and setting all creation free. 

People: Blessed are you, Holy Spirit. 
 
Leader: Blessed are you, El Shaddai, feeding your people, gathering us like lambs in your 
arms, and leading us to life eternal. 

People: Blessed are you, El Shaddai! 
 
 



 
 
 
Leader: We know the end that lies before us and all things: The elemental powers of this 
universe shall be burned away, the heavens vaporized, the earth and all our doings exposed 
for all to see. 

People: We know the end, and we tremble. 
 
Leader: We also know your promise, out of fire to re-create, out of chaos to re-order, out of 
such destruction to renew. 

People: We know your promise, and we rejoice. 
 
Leader: We rejoice, for you are with us, coming to us in flesh long ago, coming into our flesh 
in bread and cup at this, Christ’s table, coming into this world through your Church in the 
power of the Spirit, and coming again to complete what you have begun, and now feed us to 
continue. 

People: Feed us, O God. 
 
Pastor: Feed us as Jesus fed his disciples on the night he was betrayed, taking bread, 
blessing you, breaking it, saying to those to whom he gave it: 

People: This is my body given for you. Take, eat, and remember me. 
 
Pastor: Quench our thirst now as Jesus did that night, taking cup, giving thanks to you, and 
saying to those to whom he gave it: 

People: This is my blood poured out for you. Drink, and remember me. 
 
Pastor: Only you can feed us, God. 

People: Only you can make us holy. 
 
Pastor: Only you can prepare us for the end to come. 

People: Only you can purify our hearts. 
 
Pastor: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves 
in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pastor: So come, Holy Spirit, on these gifts of bread and wine, and on us. 

People: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Pastor: Feed us with the bread that lasts forever, the body of Christ. Slake our thirst with the 
cup of immortality, the blood of Christ. 

People: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
And so nourish us in holy living, today and all our days, that on that day when all things are 
recreated, and on these days as we wait for the fullness to come, the world may see and 
know in us the love that moves the universe to its true end in new beginning through Jesus  



 
 
Christ, our Lord.  By him, with him, and in him, united in the power of the Holy Spirit, all honor 
and glory are yours, seated upon the Throne, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING THE BREAD 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM 'Wait for the Lord' - Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) 
COMMUNION HYMN “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

1. Let us break bread together on our knees, (on our knees) let us break bread 
together on our knees. (On our knees) When I fall on my knees with my face to the 
rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. (On me) 

2. Let us drink wine together on our knees, (on our knees) let us drink wine 
together on our knees. (On our knees) When I fall on my knees with my face to the 
rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. (On me) 

3. Let us praise God together on our knees, (on our knees) let us praise God 
together on our knees. (On our knees) When I fall on my knees with my face to the 
rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. (On me) 

4. Let us praise God together on our knees, (on our knees) let us praise God 
together on our knees. (On our knees) When I fall on my knees with my face to the 
rising sun, O Lord, have mercy if you please. (If you please) 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison) 
Thank you, God, for coming among us in this holy mystery, flesh and blood in our flesh 

and blood.  Send us by your Spirit to hear the cries of others who long for your coming 

and join them in your work that makes all things new; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “Heralds of Christ”   

1. Heralds of Christ, who bear the King's commands, immortal tidings in your 
mortal hands, pass on and carry swift the news you bring; make straight, make straight 
the highway of the King. 

 



 

2. Through desert ways, dark fen, and deep morass, through jungles, sluggish 
seas, and mountain pass, build now the road, and falter not, nor stay; prepare across 
the earth the King's highway. 

3. Lord, give us faith and strength the road to build, to see the promise of the 
day fulfilled, when war shall be no more, and strife shall cease upon the highway of the 
Prince of Peace.                

BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE 'Voluntary on "Winchester New" ' - C. S. Lang (1891-1971) 
 

 
 

 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God, 
and in loving memory of the December 4th birthday  

of Elwood Bussard. 
                  

Placed by, his wife Doris Bussard and daughter Cindy Tedrick. 
 
                                                                                      

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Grace Notes 
December 4, 2022 

 
 

WELCOME! We are so glad you chose to worship with us today and hope you’ll return to worship 

again!  Lives are being changed by the power of God, and when we choose to allow the Lord to lead 

and guide us, amazing things can happen. When we unite with the United Methodist Church, we vow to 

support it with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service. 
 
OUR PRAYERS - Persons placed on the “Prayer Requests” list remain for a period of two weeks. 
Re-submit the request if additional time is needed. If a person has a long-term illness, request they be 
added to the “Long-term Illness” list.  
            
 

Joys & Concerns  

Nov. 27: JC & Rochelle Martin – prayers for Deb Elwood who lost her brother a few weeks ago, and 

her stepson last week; Karen Helfrich – prayers for Karen as she undergoes aortic valve replacement on 

Tuesday, Nov. 29 at Medstar Washington Hospital; Patti Hull – prayers of comfort for the family of 

Jeff Corbin, Jeff passed away on Nov. 23 surrounded by his family. 

 

Nov. 20: Patti Hull – joy that Kathryn Rathvon’s surgery went well and no cancer; JC and Rochelle 

Martin – continued prayers for Fonda Franklin, Carrie See. Also, prayers for Mike and Robin Straley 

and family on the loss of their son this week.  

Deb Ridenour – prayers for Erin Houck’s family, they had a house fire and lost everything. Kathy Jones 

– prayers for Lorie Magner and Vickie Hines on the loss of their mother. Chris Jeter – prayers for her 

niece who has cervical cancer.  

Karen Helfrich – prayers as she undergoes aortic valve replacement on Tuesday, Nov. 29 at Medstar 

Washington Hospital. 

 

Prayer Requests (Long-term Illness): Leon Brumback - Williamsport Nursing Home (Henry Sines); 

Delores Crabtree – Bowman Center at Fahrney Keedy (sons Brian and Steve Crabtree); Louise 

Huntsberry (Nelson and Sib Corderman);  

Joann McLucas;  

Gladys Stoup 

 

NOTE: Please call or email the church office with someone you would like to include. Also, 

continue to check the list and contact the office if someone should be removed. A shut-in listing is 

available in the Narthex.  Please notify the church office if there is a change.   

 
Our Condolences  

We offer our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Gwendolyn Snook, who passed away 

Saturday, Nov. 19, 2022. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: December 4 – December 10 

Sunday  Exodus 12:1-14  Tuesday      Exodus 12:37-51 Thursday  Exodus 

13:11-22  



Monday  Exodus 12:15-36  Wednesday Exodus 13:1-10 Friday

 Exodus 14:1-18 

       Saturday

 Exodus 14:19-31 

 

Stewardship of Time and Treasures 
OUR PRESENCE                                                        OUR GIFTS                                                        
  Worship: 74                                               Non-restricted offerings received last week $2,330.00 
  Sunday School: 35                                          Needed for Weekly Budget: $3,400.00  
                                                                          Capital Campaign: $372.30 
                                                                                                                                 

OUR SERVICE                 
     Ushers:  Rodger Sheffer, J. C. Martin, Bill Thompson, Donna and Roy Shoop, Madison Shoop, 

Lucas Shoop  
    Greeters: Sharon Knepper and Daisy Wolfensberger       
         
              Lay Reader December 11 – Earlene Johnson            Lay Reader December 18 – 
Sandy Kendall 
 
  
CALENDAR 

Sun., Dec. 4 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall 

 9:00 am  Worship Service, Communion, Second Sunday of Advent 

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages  

 4:00 pm AGO Concert at The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(details in Grace notes) 
Mon., Dec. 5 12:00 pm T4U Ladies Christmas Party in Rider Hall 

Wed., Dec. 7 6:30 – 7:45 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Sat., Dec. 10 10:00 – 12:00 pm Closet 712 

Sun., Dec. 11 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall 

 9:00 am  Worship Service, Third Sunday of Advent 

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages  

 11:30 am Church Christmas Party in Rider Hall 

Sun., Dec. 17 12:00 – 2:00 pm Youth Christmas Party 

Sat., Dec. 24 6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service, Communion 

Sun., Dec. 25 9:00 am  Christmas Day Worship Service, Communion, No Sunday 

school 

Sun., Jan. 1 9:00 am Hymn Sing, Happy New Year 

  No Sunday school 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ 

Poinsettias – If you wish to order a poinsettia, please fill out the order/payment envelope and place in 

the offering plate, office mailbox, or by calling the church office at 240-850-2934.  Envelopes are 

located in the narthex and Rider Hall. Have your order in NO LATER than Monday, December 4th. 

The Poinsettias will be placed in the church for Sunday, December 18th. Please consider leaving your 

poinsettia(s) in the sanctuary for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Thank you! 

 

 



 

 
The Cumberland Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists  

presents An Iconic Christmas. 
Join us for an afternoon of carols and seasonal music for solo organ and piano 

performed by local musicians, including our very own Jonathan Leonard, 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. at the Evangelical Lutheran Church 43 

S. Church St. Waynesboro PA 17268 This recital coincides with a traveling art 

exhibit at the church, Icons in Transformation. The exhibit features the works of 

the painter Ludmila Pawlowska that were inspired by Russian iconography. 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________ 

 

 
The choir will be re-starting in December. Rehearsals will take place 
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 – 7:45 pm in the choir room. The first 
rehearsal will be on December 7 and the first service the choir will 
sing for is the 6:00 pm Christmas Eve service.  
We are in need of additional singers. Please see or email Jonathan 

Leonard jleonard.graceumc@outlook.com if you’re interested. 
____________________________________________________________________________
__________ 

Fourth Annual Grace Church Christmas Party 
The Church Christmas Party will be held on Sunday, December 11, 2022 at 11:30 am in Rider Hall. 

Today and tomorrow are the last days to pay. The amount is $15.00 for adults, $8.00 ages 6-12, 5 and 

under free, and due NO LATER than Monday, December 5th.  Cindy Tedrick will be accepting 

cash/checks following worship in the library area and after Sunday school in Rider Hall today. You 

may also call the church office.  (Additional cost defrayed by the Sunday School Treasury.) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

Angel Tree - The names of students from Jonathan Hager Elementary and Salem Avenue Elementary 

Schools on the "Angel Tree" are located in the Narthex behind the sanctuary beginning today. Each Angel 

is numbered. When you select an Angel, please find the matching number on the sign-up sheets and print 

your name and telephone number on the line next to the number.  Also, each tag shows a family number, 

which will aid in the distribution of the gifts. You can also support this ministry by designating it on your 

giving envelope or by using the Extra Giving envelope located in the pews.  Please specify the donation is 

for the Angel Tree. If all the angels are selected, the donations will be used to purchase socks, underwear, 

and other needed items requested by the school. 

 

Please place the gifts in or near the side pew behind the organ, or the pew in front of the piano in the 

Sanctuary. Please put a check mark on the Angel beside each item you purchased, and attach the Angel to 

one of the packages. This will help ensure that children from the same family receive equal value gifts. If 

you have multiple packages place a tag showing the assigned number, the family number, the child’s 

gender and age. A boys’ list and a girls’ list showing the assigned numbers will be laying on the pew. 

After placing your gifts on the pew, please find the list and place a check mark in the right-hand column 

titled DONE next to the number that corresponds to the assigned number of the Angel(s) you selected. All 

mailto:jleonard.graceumc@outlook.com


gifts must be brought in NO LATER than Sunday, December 18th for the Dedication and Blessing of 

the Gifts. The parents will be at the church for gift pickup on Monday, December 19th. 

 

Thank you for your generosity, 

Jim Staley 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________ 

Operation Christmas Child, Thank You! A special thanks and much appreciation to each of you and 

your families for packing a shoebox given in Jesus ‘name to send to a needy child. We filled 32 

shoeboxes this year for needy children and their families to hear the GOOD NEWS of the Lord Jesus 

Christ!  Special blessings to everyone for helping to make this Mission possible and sharing the Gospel 

all over the world. 

 

Love in Christ, 

Patty and Cordy Leonard    

Matthew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________ 

Closet 712 will be open on Saturday, December 10th 10:00am – 12:00 pm. 
The Clothes Closet is in need of medium (i.e., 58 qt.) size containers with lids. If you are able to 

donate a container(s) it would be greatly appreciated. Volunteers are needed through the week to sort 

and hang the donated clothing, shoes, etc. If interested, there is a signup sheet located in the library. Please 

contact Deb Ridenour at 240-850-2934 at the church with any questions.  Donations for the clothes closet 

can be dropped off Monday and Tuesdays 10am-12pm. Blessings, Deb Ridenour 

 

If you have spring/summer items and no place to keep them, please donate to the Goodwill or 

Mission.  Space for storage is limited and we cannot “hold” them until spring arrives. No hangers 

are needed. 

 

The Clothes Closet is only accepting Children’s clothing.  

PLEASE DO NOT BRING CHILDREN’S SUMMER 

CLOTHING…..WINTER CLOTHING IS NEEDED! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safe Sanctuary Policies, 



We are renewing/reviewing Grace Church's Safe Sanctuary Policies. Two policies are currently in 

effect at Grace Church: Children are not videoed during worship service. The camera for Facebook 

Live faces the screen. This is an accommodation which keeps our children safe and allows us to care for 

and protect those among us who are vulnerable. The doors to the sanctuary are locked shortly after 

worship begins. Those who come after the start of worship will be buzzed in by church security. 

Thanks, 

Pastor Dionne 

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENT - In case of an emergency, please contact Pastor Dionne at (240) 347-2345 (cell), 

(301) 302-7509 (home office) or pastordionne.hall@gmail.com. The church office number is (240) 850-

2934. Please inform the hospital and/or funeral home that Pastor Dionne is the Pastor at Grace. The 

Pastor and church should be notified of any illness or death of a member  

or family member first.  The Pastor will confirm availability dates for Services of Death and Resurrection 

with the funeral home director.  Keep in mind that Pastor Dionne serves two churches.  Members should 

be flexible when planning any events as two churches will be affected. 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Dionne 

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

Please Note:  Pastor Dionne may be reached by email at pastordionne.hall@gmail.com or by texting or 

calling her cell phone  

at 240-347-2345.  Those using Facebook may contact her through Facebook Messenger. If you would 

like to meet with  

Pastor Dionne, please make an appointment by contacting the church office at 240-850-2934. 
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