
Sermon – “2 Sides of the Coin”               Pastor Dionne 
 

Prayer of Preparation (responsive) 

Leader:  May the words of my mouth,  

People:  and the meditation of our hearts, be acceptable in your sight, our Rock and our 

Redeemer. 

All: Amen. 
 

Our new worship series brings us to a time in Israel’s history when the Temple and 

Jerusalem have been destroyed by the Babylonians, the nobility and business class has been 

moved out of the country, and the working class and farmers have been left in Jerusalem for 

over sixty years.  All are now in extreme poverty.   

In the meantime, there were more wars, more destruction, more upheavals, and finally 

another empire – the Persian Empire, and a new king – a Persian king.  King Cyprus is now in 

power, and he gives Ezra a mandate:  go and rebuild…and take all the people back to Jerusalem 

with you.  Take those people who worship the God of Abram, the people known as Israelites, 

and rebuild God’s Temple, Jerusalem, and God’s people.   

 Notice this is not a one or the other command…this is a both/and command because God 

wants them to do both:  rebuild themselves as a people, rebuild the Temple for worship, rebuild 

Jerusalem because that is where the people who have been displaced will live.  Both/and.   

This rebuilding comes after almost sixty years of separation; time in which the people left 

behind have forgotten who they are and whose they are.  Time in which the people who were 

removed from the country forgot who they are and whose they are. Time in which the priests 

have been gone and worship has fallen away.  Time in which the people have forgotten the laws 

and no longer worship God as they had been taught. And a time when people no longer live as 

God wants them to live.  So, when King Cyprus comes into power, it is no wonder he says, 

y’all, go fix that mess! 

 But wait, King Cyrus is a gentile…how and why is he involved in rebuilding the Temple.  

He’s involved because God has called him.  This is God and God is working through everyone 

to achieve the restoration of a people.  

 Two sides of a coin:  Israelites and Gentiles working together to achieve God’s will.  But 

we also have 2 people:  priest and builder.  One for restoring worship and one for building the 

Temple and the country.  You can’t have one or the other…it must be both.  A people who 

worship, the Temple, and a country.  Here is God’s command:  rebuild my house and my 

people.  And here’s the lesson God teaches us:  God will use everyone to achieve God’s goal.  

Everyone. 

 God is not limited in whom God chooses.  This is an excellent lesson for each of us to 

remember because we like to think that it’s only us…the us who attend worship.   

This worship series is about work, the work of building both spiritual and physical 

foundations.  This series is also about the people God uses…and in case you’re wondering who 

that may be; God uses all of us.  No one is left behind in God’s plan. 

Prayer:  Holy God, we give you thanks for the work you have called us to:  work for our 

sanctuaries, cities, and souls.  Bless us as we become people of transformation for your sake.  

Amen. 
 


