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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Worship Theme: 
Learning to Live Inside Out 

 
Lay Reader: 

Earlene Johnson 
 

 
WELCOME 
MEDITATION  
 
PRELUDE ‘Intermezzo’ – Hugh Blair (1864-1932) 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (read responsively) 
Leader:  People of God, on this wilderness journey, what will you eat? 

People:  The word of the Lord is our daily bread. 
Leader:  People of God, in this time of temptation, how will you live? 

People:  Our faith is in the faithfulness of God. 
Leader:  People of God, at this kingdom crossroad, whom will you serve? 

People:  We worship the Lord our God alone. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

1. Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, that I may love what thou 
dost love, and do what thou wouldst do. 

2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure, until with thee I will one 
will, to do and to endure. 

3. Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine, till all this earthly part of 
me glows with thy fire divine. 

4. Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, but live with thee the 
perfect life of thine eternity. 

 
OPENING PRAYER  
Light of all lights, be our vision this day.  Open our eyes to behold your glory.   
Open our hearts to the warmth of your love.  Open our minds to the flame of your truth.  
Open our souls to the glory of living as children of light, that others may see in our 
living the sacred mystery of your kingdom.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                     Charissa Hose 
 

 



 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                             Ezekiel 37:1-14  

37 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and 
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there 
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these 
bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 
bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to 
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and 
will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you 
shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was 
no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 
the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and 
say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know 
that I am the LORD when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

 

PSALM LESSON Psalm 130 (read responsively)  

Leader: Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. Lord, hear my voice! 
     People: Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
Leader: If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 
     People: But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 
Leader: I wait for the LORD; my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
     People: my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the 
morning, more than those who watch for the morning. 
Leader: O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is 
great power to redeem. 
     People: It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 
 

 

 

 



 

EPISTLE LESSON Romans 8:6-11  

6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For 
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the 
flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have 
the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead 
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

GOSPEL HYMN “Out of the Depths I Cry to You” 

1. Out of the depths I cry to you; O Lord, now hear me calling. Incline your ear to 
my distress in spite of my rebelling. Do not regard my sinful deeds. Send me the grace 
my spirit needs; without it I am nothing. 

2. All things you send are full of grace; you crown our lives with favor. All our 
good works are done in vain without our Lord and Savior. We praise the God who gives 
us faith and saves us from the grip of death; our lives are in God's keeping. 

3. It is in God that we shall hope, and not in our own merit; we rest our fears in 
God's good Word and trust the Holy Spirit, whose promise keeps us strong and sure; 
we trust the holy signature inscribed upon our temples. 

4. My soul is waiting for the Lord as one who longs for morning; no watcher 
waits with greater hope than I for Christ's returning. I hope as Israel in the Lord, who 
sends redemption through the Word. Praise God for endless mercy. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (in unison) 
Gracious God, illumine our hearts and minds as the Scriptures are read and 
proclaimed, so that by the power of your Holy Spirit we may see what is good and right  
and true.  And seeing, help us to do what is pleasing to you, so that your glory 
becomes visible in our words and deeds.  In Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON          John 11:1-45  

11:1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is 
ill." 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 
God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 5 Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was.  7 Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us 
go to Judea again." 8 The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone 
you, and are you going there again?" 9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this  



 

world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." 11 After saying 
this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." 
12 The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." 13 Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, 
said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." 
 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." 
23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24 Martha said to him, "I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 
25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?" 27 She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world." 
 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
"The Teacher is here and is calling for you." 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 33 When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34 He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and 
see." 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37 But some of 
them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?" 
 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39 Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." 40 Jesus said to 
her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41 So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. 
42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me." 43 When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him 
go." 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 



 
Pastor:    The word of God for the people of God. 

          People:   Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
SERMON “Who Could Stand”                                                               Pastor Dionne 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

The third day he arose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF PRAYERS AND PRAISES  

 
PASTORAL PRAYER (read responsively) 
We pray for leaders of the Church.   
May they serve as examples  
to those who would come to believe in Christ for eternal life.   
May the Church place its hope in you, O God,  
and not in human wisdom. 
 
People:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
We pray for the leaders of the nations.   
May they show mercy and advocate for the rights of the people.   
 
May they seek the greater good rather than their own interests.  
People:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
We thank you for all you created.   
We thank you that your Son Jesus Christ rejoiced in your creation— 
telling stories about sheep, praying in the wilderness and walking on the sea.   
May we also appreciate the works of your hands. 
 



 
 
People: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
We pray for the people in our lives.   
May we learn to love the stiff-necked, the sinners  
and all of us because we are all in great need of your mercy.   
Make us instruments of your peace. 
 
People:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
We pray for the sick, the anxious and the sorrowful.   
Make them hear of joy and gladness,  
that broken bodies and broken spirits may rejoice.   
 
People:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
We trust to your mercy, O God, all who have died.   
May they rest eternally in your peace.   
To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, our God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. 
 
People:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Trusting in 
God’s overflowing grace, let us confess our sin. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
Loving God, all the fancy words in the world, expressed in eloquent prose, decorated 

with emotion, and spoken with conviction, cannot compete with a heartfelt 'sorry.'  

There are times when we are all too aware of our limitations, conscious of sin, and the 

distance it creates between us.  Sometimes 'sorry' is all the heart can bear to say aloud. 

It is only you who can read and understand the language of our hearts, only you who 

can translate our 'sorry' into the prayer we would have prayed, if we had the words 

within us.  Then you forgive, and having forgiven surround us in an embrace of love,  



 

drawing us close to your heart, as it was always meant to be. Thank you, Loving God, 

that you listen to hearts, as well as voices.  Amen.           

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (read responsively) 
Leader: This is the good news of God’s grace: Though we were sinners, Christ died for us.   
Though we were enemies of God, God loved us. Once we were lost and dead – now Christ 
has become our life and salvation. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE (read responsively) 
Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
INVITATION FOR OFFERING 
With what shall we come before the Lord this day?  We come with a love of justice and a 
passion for sharing Christ’s love.  Let us walk with humble gratitude, offering to God a portion 
of the gifts that God freely shares with us, gifts for the healing of the world. 
 
BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 

We’re Building for Our Future, it takes so many hand’s… 
We’re Building for Our Future, we pray it’s in God’s plans… 
We’re Building for Our Future, we seek God in this place… 

We’re Building for Our Future, for a place that we call Grace. 
 
 
THE OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM ‘Try Me, O God’ – John Nares (1715-1783) 
 
DOXOLOGY   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
God of unwavering love, you have held nothing back in your love for us, not even your 
Son. How we marvel at that kind of love, and how we long to reflect a portion of that 
devotion back to you. As we dedicate our offerings to you, lead us away from our 
tendency to hold back and worry that there will not be enough. Help us to live as the 
people of love and abundance you have called us to be. In Christ we pray. Amen. 

 



 
 
CLOSING HYMN “Hope of the World”                  

1. Hope of the world, thou Christ of great compassion, speak to our fearful 
hearts by conflict rent. Save us, thy people, from consuming passion, who by our own 
false hopes and aims are spent. 

2. Hope of the world, God's gift from highest heaven, bringing to hungry souls 
the bread of life, still let thy spirit unto us be given, to heal earth's wounds and end all 
bitter strife. 

3. Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways, showing to wandering souls the 
path of light, walk thou beside us lest the tempting byways lure us away from thee to 
endless night. 

4. Hope of the world, who by thy cross didst save us from death and dark 
despair, from sin and guilt, we render back the love thy mercy gave us; take thou our 
lives, and use them as thou wilt. 

5. Hope of the world, O Christ o'er death victorious, who by this sign didst 
conquer grief and pain, we would be faithful to thy gospel glorious; thou art our Lord! 
Thou dost forever reign. 
 
POSTLUDE ‘Postlude in D’ – Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
 
BENEDICTION  

As you leave this time of worship, may God’s presence follow you,  
heal you, and empower you to witness and to witness to the goodness and love  

of God everywhere you go. Amen. 

 
SENDING FORTH “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” (verse 1) 

Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
let us each, thy love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 

 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God, 
and in honor of Patty and Cordy Leonard’s 

 62nd wedding anniversary. 
Placed by Patty and Cordy. 

 
Available Sundays to sponsor flowers is 

May 7 and 21. 
                                        

 
 



 

 
Grace Notes 
March 26, 2023 

 
 

WELCOME! We are so glad you chose to worship with us today and hope you’ll return to worship 

again!  Lives are being changed by the power of God, and when we choose to allow the Lord to lead 

and guide us, amazing things can happen. When we unite with the United Methodist Church, we vow to 

support it with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service. 
 

OUR PRAYERS - Persons placed on the “Joys & Concerns” list remain for a period of two weeks. 

Please use a prayer request card to fill out your information. If a person requires additional time, or 

has a long-term illness, request they be added to the “Long-term” list. Call or email the church office 

with someone you would like to include or remove. A shut-in list is available in the Narthex.   
            
Joys & Concerns  

March 19: Dave Hollar – today is Lois’s birthday today. Chris Jeter – it was a joy to see and hear the 

Maryland State Boychoir. Polly Martin – continued prayers for Mark and Deb Ridenour. Wanda 

Stouffer - Bev Bragunier’s double vision is gone, thank you for all the prayers. Bob Powell is home 

from the hospital and recovering. Thank you for all the prayers and expressions of caring. 

 

March 12: Helen Gilliam – prayers for her daughter Sherry Itnyre, she had a skiing accident and has 

several fractures. 

Roy and Donna Shoop – joy that Madison celebrated her 13th birthday on Wed., March 8th, continued 

prayers for Lucas, he has a virus and still not feeling well. Wanda Stouffer – prayers for Bev Bragunier, 

her vision is clearing. Bev request prayers for her brother Rick Straub. Continued prayers for Robin 

Grim for healing. Kristen Powell Strong and Sandy Powell request prayers for Bob Powell following 

surgery, thanks in advance for thoughts, prayers, and cards. Deb Tritsch request prayers for Tom. 

 

 

Prayers (Long-term): Leon Brumback - Williamsport Nursing Home (Henry Sines); Lisa Amos, 

Carolyn Hauver,  

Wally Sheppard (Nelson and Sib Corderman); Joann McLucas; Gladys Stoup 

 
Our Condolences  

We offer our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Betty Crist who passed away on Saturday, 

March 11, 2023. 

We offer our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of James Barnes who passed away on 

Thursday, March 16, 2023. 

We offer our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Delores Crabtree who passed away Monday, 

March 20, 2023. 

 

 

READINGS FOR LENT, WEEK 5: WORSHIP  March 26 – April 1 

Sunday  1 Corinthians 10:31-33  Tuesday      John 6:52-58 Thursday  Isaiah 

6:1-8 



Monday  John 4:19-24  Wednesday Revelation 5:6-14 Friday  Psalm 

96 

       Saturday Psalm 

148 

 

Stewardship of Time and Treasures 
OUR PRESENCE                                                        OUR GIFTS                                                        
  Worship: 68                                           Non-restricted offerings received last week: $2,178.00 
  Sunday School: 43                                                         Designated/Restricted Giving: $3,155.00 
                                                                       Needed for Weekly Budget: $3,400.00  
                                                                                          Building for the Future: $240.03 
                                                                                                                                 

OUR SERVICE                 
     Ushers:  Rodger Sheffer, J. C. Martin, Bill Thompson, Donna and Roy Shoop, Madison Shoop, 

Lucas Shoop 
       Ella Sholty, Justus Osuji 
     Greeters: Daisy Wolfensberger       
         
              Lay Reader April 2 – Brian Tedrick     Lay Reader April 9 – Earlene Johnson 
 
  
 
CALENDAR 

Sun., Mar. 26 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall 

 9:00 am  Worship Service, Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages  

Tues., Mar.28 6:00 – 8:00 pm Career Clothes Closet (by appointment only)  

 6:30 – 7:45 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Sat., Apr. 1           9:00 – 1:30 pm Breakfast with the Easter Bunny ~ Activities and Easter 

Egg Hunt!! 
Sun., Apr. 2 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall 

 9:00 am  Worship Service, Communion, Palm Sunday  

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages  

Tues., Apr. 4 6:00 – 8:00 pm Career Clothes Closet (by appointment only)  

Thurs., Apr. 6 12:00 pm Potluck Luncheon 

 1:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service, Communion 

Fri., Apr. 7 7:00 pm Tenebrae Service will be on Facebook ONLY, no in person 

service 

Sun., Apr. 9 6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service at Shiloh UMC (bring your own chair) 

 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall 

 9:00 am  Easter Sunday Worship Service, Communion  

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages  

 

 

 



Volunteers – Volunteers are needed to record Facebook Live and operate the 

PowerPoint presentation  

during worship service. We need volunteers in place no later than May 7, 2023.  Please contact 

Pastor Dionne or Cindy  

at the church office if you’re interested. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________ 

 

 
 

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and Easter Egg Hunt!! 
 

Join us for a fun day with activities for all the family,  
including an Easter egg hunt!! 

Saturday, April 1st ~ 9:00 am to 1:30 pm 
Fundraiser to benefit the T.H.R.I.V.E. Food Pantry 

Pancakes, eggs, bacon, coffee, milk, juice 
Ages 10 - Adult $6.00        Ages 3 – 9 $4.00        Children 2 and under eat free 

Free Activities and Hunt 11:30 am – 1:30 pm 
 
We are in need of individually wrapped candy that fit in the eggs. Please bring your 
donations by Sunday, March 26th to Carol Hose and Chris Jeter’s Primary Sunday 
school room. All donations, including monetary donations are greatly appreciated! NO 
plastic eggs are needed. Thank you! 
___________________________________________________________________________

_________________ 

Easter Flowers – Please contact the church office NO LATER than Monday, April 3rd if you plan 

to put a lily or potted flower in the sanctuary for Easter Sunday.  Specify if your plant will be a lily (which 

will be placed around the cross) or another type of flower. Call (240-850-2934) or email 

graceumchagerstown@gmail.com with information for the listing.   

As a reminder, flowers for Easter are ordered by the individual. 

______________________________________________________________________
________________ 

You are invited to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 



Topic: Sunday School 

Time: Mar 26, 2023 10:15 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89221665915?pwd=MG1zOFZaR0QyY0pFR1Q3ZEUzbzNiQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 892 2166 5915 

Passcode: 934713 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,89221665915#,,,,*934713# US (Washington DC) 

+13052241968,,89221665915#,,,,*934713# US 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 

The Star Theater - 232 W Seminary St., Mercersburg, PA 17236  

“Once More with Passion….Finding God in the Most Unexpected Places” 

*Contains mature themes, may not be suitable for children. 

 

Saturday, April 8th at 2:00 pm. Ticket price is $22.00 and 7 adult tickets are still available for purchase. 

If interested, please contact the church office at 240-850-2934 or email graceumchagerstown@gmail.com. 

 

Please place your ticket money/name(s) in an envelope marked “Easter Drama” and place it in the offering 

plate or drop off at the church office only. Event envelopes are available in the Narthex. Note: Everyone is 

responsible for their own transportation.  

No refunds except if the theater cancels the play.  

____________________________________________________________________________
_________________ 

T.H.R.I.V.E. (thankful, hopeful, revitalized, intentional, victorious, educated). Regarding donations, 

monetary donations are always accepted and appreciated as well; as this allows the pantry "staff" to 

purchase items to fill the gaps. We would love your help keeping our shelves stocked. If you consider 

making a donation, please consider the following: Donate things you would personally eat. Dry goods. 

Rice, crackers, granola bars, cereal, mashed potato mixes, etc. As well as canned goods. Think beyond 

the food. Personal care products tend to be very expensive and for families struggling to make ends 

meet, they are low on the purchasing priority list. We always appreciate feminine products, hand soap, 

individually-wrapped paper towels and toilet paper, shampoo, laundry detergent, etc.  Blessings and 

Peace to each of you. Deb Ridenour, Outreach Coordinator 240-347-1328 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Good Friday Unity Walk 
Friday, April 7 1:00 - 2:30 pm 
Hagerstown City Park 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89221665915?pwd=MG1zOFZaR0QyY0pFR1Q3ZEUzbzNiQT09
mailto:graceumchagerstown@gmail.com


Join us for HARC's annual ecumenical Good Friday Unity Walk in memory of Christ’s passion and 

death. Walk begins in the gazebo adjacent to the Museum parking lot. There will be 7 stops with 

scripture readings and meditations, and call-and-response songs between the stops. A stationary (no-

walk) option will also be available at the gazebo. Please share this with your congregations!  

Questions? Contact Kathy at 301-842-4272 or director@harccoalition.org. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

Youth Mission 

 

Each month the youth will collect Hygiene items for T.H.R.I.V.E. Food Pantry and Closet 

712.  At this time the collection of body hygiene items is needed.  Examples:  Deodorant, Body 

Wash, Shampoo, etc. There is a blue tote on the pew located in the Narthex for collecting the 

items. Please have your donations in by April 7th for the Pantry Day is April 8th.  The youth 

would like to thank you for your generous donations of Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, and floss 

last month.   

Together we can make the world beautiful.   

Waves of Grace and Children Growing in Grace Youth  
___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

WHAT IS UMCOR SUNDAY? 

Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) we are able to provide hope for 

communities and individuals whose lives have been upset by storms, wars, fires, displacement and 

climate change. This ministry is achieved exclusively through your generosity. UMCOR Sunday is a 

denomination wide celebration designed to raise awareness and support for UMCOR. The special 

offering on this Sunday underwrites UMCOR’s “cost of doing business” making it possible for 

UMCOR to focus on responding to communities and individuals when they need immediate assistance. 

It allows UMCOR to preserve the promise that 100% of any donation to a specific UMCOR project or 

missionary will go towards that project and not administrative cost. UMCOR equips local churches, 

annual conferences and nonprofit organizations to be in mission with their communities and to respond 

to those left most vulnerable during challenging times. UMCOR responds to U.S. and international 

disasters, addresses diseases and poverty, assists refugees and immigrants, provides clean water and 

works to reduce hunger. UMCOR doesn’t just respond to the emergency for the short term. Working 

with local organizations, churches in the community and United Methodist volunteers, UMCOR builds 

relationships and helps communities rebuild, in the years following a disaster. 

UMCOR would be unable to do this work without your support. By covering the operational cost on 

UMCOR Sunday, you equip the organization to respond when hope and safety is needed most. You 

strengthen the ministry and secure our ability for UMCOR to share God’s love with communities 

everywhere. Churches are encouraged to donate through their local churches or give online. 

 

To give by mail: 

send checks to GCFA, 

P.O. Box 340029, 

Nashville, TN. 37203 

mailto:director@harccoalition.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x1a8uAgje-8dTfwGAicT4jfYGSQ2YUK1meeOWlRPxdl1YzobNDOqExusiAiLTuMtoo6-d3DQA40Rqw3EBWBnq49OLO7Dg8yDfJe-osqoHKPelRMIUQO1ws0MDmjSxQn1PNu4dk3RU8TgnE-2Qc-mSA==


Information cards are located in the Narthex. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________ Closet 712 will be open on Saturday, April 8, 2023 10:00am – 12:00 pm. 
Volunteers are needed through the week to sort and hang the donated clothing, shoes, etc. Donation 

drop off is Monday and Tuesdays 10am-12pm. Please contact Deb Ridenour at 240-850-2934 for any 

questions. Blessings, Deb Ridenour   

NO WINTER CLOTHES WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL FALL! 

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

Safe Sanctuary Policies, 

Two policies are currently in effect at Grace Church: Children are not videoed during worship 

service. The camera for Facebook Live faces the screen. This is an accommodation which 

keeps our children safe and allows us to care for and protect those among us who are 

vulnerable. The doors to the sanctuary are locked shortly after worship begins. Those who 

come after the start of worship will be buzzed in by church security. Thanks, Pastor Dionne 
___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENT - In case of an emergency, please contact Pastor Dionne at (240) 347-2345 (cell), 

(301) 302-7509 (home office) or pastordionne.hall@gmail.com. The church office number is (240) 850-

2934. Please inform the hospital and/or funeral home that Pastor Dionne is the Pastor at Grace. The 

Pastor and church should be notified of any illness or death of a member  

or family member first.  The Pastor will confirm availability dates for Services of Death and Resurrection 

with the funeral home director.  Keep in mind that Pastor Dionne serves two churches.  Members should 

be flexible when planning any events as two churches will be affected. Sincerely, Pastor Dionne 

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

Please Note:  Pastor Dionne may be reached by email at pastordionne.hall@gmail.com or by texting or 

calling her cell phone  

at 240-347-2345.  Those using Facebook may contact her through Facebook Messenger. If you would 

like to meet with  

Pastor Dionne, please make an appointment by contacting the church office at 240-850-2934. 

mailto:pastordionne.hall@gmail.com
mailto:pastordionne.hall@gmail.com

