
 
 

 
 
 

Worship Theme: 
Being the Church of Grace for the People who will be Grace 

 
 
PRELUDE - ‘Prelude III’ – William Harris (1883-1973) 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: From comfortable pews, from easy chairs in front of TVs: 

People: God gathers us in, giving us the words with which to proclaim the 
gospel. 

Leader: At kitchen sinks, at laptops and blackboards, at nursing stations: 
People: Christ calls us to share in serving all creation. 

Leader: In communities gathered to pray, in memories of those who served, in families grilling 
in the backyard: 

People: The Holy Spirit fills us with God's joy. 
 



 
  
 
HYMN – A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our helper he amid the flood of 
mortal ills prevailing. For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; his craft and power 
are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 

2. Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, were not the right 
man on our side, the man of God's own choosing. Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it 
is he; Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle. 

3. And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, we will not fear, 
for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble 
not for him; his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure; one little word shall fell him. 

4. That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; the Spirit and the 
gifts are ours, thru him who with us sideth. Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the 
body they may kill; God's truth abideth still; his kingdom is forever. 

  
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
We praise you, extraordinary God, for the holiness of ordinary things — a gathering of 
fellow believers, a song of praise, a prayer of thanksgiving, a word, a loaf of bread, a 
cup, a fountain of water. Send your spirit to rush, cool and clear, through our dry and 
brittle places. May the spirit seep into the cracks and crevices of our hearts, that we 
might know you more fully and worship you more deeply. Amen. 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH, #881     The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



 

GLORIA PATRI, #70 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hollowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
FIRST EPISTLE LESSON Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus— for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” So one of 
the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—
one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed 
and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have 
chosen to take the place[a] in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to 
go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was 
added to the eleven apostles. 

 

PSALM LESSON PSALM 1 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners 
tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield 
their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper. The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives 
away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous; for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked 
will perish. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
SECOND EPISTLE LESSON 1 John 5:9-13 
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of 
God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony 
in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the 
testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 
HYMN – Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I 
have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their 
courses above join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and 
love. Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I 
see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to 
guide; strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
beside! Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I 
see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
 
GOSPEL LESSON John 15:9-17 
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 
and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your 
name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I 
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I 
have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, 
but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do 
not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me 
into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 
they also may be sanctified in truth.   



 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 
 
SERMON “The Whole Story”                                  Pastor Margaret Clemons 
 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN – Hope of the World 

1. Hope of the world, thou Christ of great compassion, speak to our fearful hearts by 
conflict rent. Save us, thy people, from consuming passion, who by our own false hopes and 
aims are spent. 

2. Hope of the world, God's gift from highest heaven, bringing to hungry souls the 
bread of life, still let thy spirit unto us be given, to heal earth's wounds and end all bitter strife. 

3. Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways, showing to wandering souls the path of 
light, walk thou beside us lest the tempting byways lure us away from thee to endless night. 

4. Hope of the world, who by thy cross didst save us from death and dark despair, from 
sin and guilt, we render back the love thy mercy gave us; take thou our lives, and use them as 
thou wilt. 

5. Hope of the world, O Christ o'er death victorious, who by this sign didst conquer 
grief and pain, we would be faithful to thy gospel glorious; thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever 
reign. 

 
 
 
BENEDICTION 

Leader: Go now. It's your call. 
People: We go to proclaim God's word. 

Leader: You are the heralds of Christ. 
People: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Leader: and the love of God, 
People: and fellowship in the Holy Spirit, 

Leader: be with you all. 
 

 
POSTLUDE - ‘Postlude in E-flat’ – John Naylor (1838-1897) 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

We welcome to our pulpit the Rev. Robert Clipp. 
Bob grew up in Grace UMC, and recently retired as an ordained Elder in the  

Baltimore-Conference of the UMC. 
It is good to welcome Bob home. 

 
 
 

The Altar flowers are to the glory of God, 
and in memory of all those who have passed away since last year. 

Placed by, Earlene Johnson. 
 

 

 


