
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Theme: 
Being the Church of Grace for the People who will be Grace 

 
 
PRELUDE - ‘Liturgical Improvisation III’ – George Oldroyd (1887-1956) 
 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: We come to worship God, who has made us and knows us. 

People: We come to celebrate God’s presence among us!                               
Leader: We come to follow Jesus, who leads us to new life. 

People: We come with joy, knowing that, in Christ, we have eternal life! 
Leader: We come to listen to the Holy Spirit, who calls us forth. 

People: May we enter this worship knowing the Spirit is alive among us!  Amen! 
 

 



 
 

 
HYMN – All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! 

1. All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall; bring forth the royal 
diadem, and crown him Lord of all. Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. 

2. Ye chosen seed of Israel's race, ye ransomed from the fall, hail him who saves you 
by his grace, and crown him Lord of all. Hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him 
Lord of all. 

3. Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget the wormwood and the gall, go spread your 
trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all. Go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown 
him Lord of all. 

4. Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball, to him all majesty ascribe, and 
crown him Lord of all. To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. 

5. Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, who from his altar call; extol the Stem of 
Jesse's Rod, and crown him Lord of all. Extol the Stem of Jesse's Rod, and crown him Lord of 
all. 

6. O that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! We'll join the everlasting 
song, and crown him Lord of all. We'll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all. 

  
 
OPENING PRAYER 

You have brought us, O God, to another Lord’s Day, when we are privileged to 
worship You with our brothers and sisters in Christ. May we have unity of mind and 
heart as we open ourselves to the movement of your Holy Spirit, not only today, but 
always. As your love grows within us, may we have rich fellowship with You and with 
one another, in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH, #881     The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

GLORIA PATRI, #70 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
The Lord’s Prayer #895 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Proverbs 3:5-6                   
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 

PSALM LESSON PSALM 138 

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble,  
the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; 

Send you help from his holy place  
and strengthen you out of Zion; 

Remember all your offerings  
and accept your burnt sacrifice; 

Grant you your heart's desire  
and prosper all your plans. 

We will shout for joy at your victory 
and triumph in the Name of our God;  
may the Lord grant all your requests. 

Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed; *  
he will answer him out of his holy heaven,  
with the victorious strength of his right hand. 

Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses,   
but we will call upon the Name of the Lord our God. 

They collapse and fall down,  
but we will arise and stand upright. 

O Lord, give victory to the king  
and answer us when we call. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 



 
 
EPISTLE LESSON Philippians 1:1-11             
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 
 
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 
me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in 
the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 
and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the 
day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 
HYMN – The Care the Eagle Gives Her Young 

1. The care the eagle gives her young, safe in her lofty nest, is like the tender love of 
God for us made manifest. 

2. As when the time to venture comes, she stirs them out to flight, so we are pressed 
to boldly try, to strive for daring height. 

3. And if we flutter helplessly, as fledgling eagles fall, beneath us lift God's mighty 
wings to bear us, one and all. 

 
 
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 22:34-40        
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in 
the law is the greatest?”     He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 
Pastor: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
SERMON “For All that Will Be, YES!”                                  Pastor Margaret Clemons 
 
 



 

A Prayer for Transitions 

Almighty God, You who called the universe into being, You who formed our inmost being and 
called us to be your people— 

We give You thanks for your constant presence. Through seasons of constancy and even 
change, You are with us – calling us into deeper waters, calling us together in your spirit of 
unity, calling us out of ourselves into the world to serve others. 

Grant that Pastor Margaret and Pastor Dionne, being called into new waters, might hold fast 
to unending love and mercy as a buoy – a love that promised to hold onto them even as they 
go where your Spirit leads them.  

May our church, experiencing loss and change, hold fast to the promise that your mission is 
bigger than any single pastor, local church, or annual conference. Grant that such a promise 
would bring both comfort and discomfort – comfort in a season of change and discomfort as it 
drives us all to love You and each other more. 

Strengthen us to be your Church in all times and seasons of life – a place where all are truly 
welcomed and embraced in your love, especially new pastors and church members; a place 
where we find ways You are active among us and calling us to join in your saving work; a 
place where the story of your love and grace and mercy are embodied. We offer our prayers 
in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 

 
CLOSING HYMN – Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart 

1. Rejoice, ye pure in heart; rejoice, give thanks, and sing; your glorious banner wave 
on high, the cross of Christ your King. Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 

2. Your clear hosannas raise, and alleluias loud; whilst answering echoes upward float, 
like wreaths of incense cloud. Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 

3. Yes, on through life's long path, still chanting as ye go; from youth to age, by night 
and day, in gladness and in woe. Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 

4. At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest; the pilgrims find their 
heavenly home, Jerusalem the blest. Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 

5. Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, one God forevermore. Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
BENEDICTION 

Wherever God takes you – GO! 
      Whichever the task – DO IT! 

      Wherever the challenge – ACCEPT IT! 
      Whenever the call – ANSWER IT! 

      Whichever the lesson – LEARN IT! 
      However dark the path – FOLLOW IT! 

      Because wherever God takes you – IT IS WORTH IT! 
Amen. 

 
 
POSTLUDE - ‘Fanfare’ – Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988) 
 

 
The Altar flowers are to the glory of God, 

 and in honor of Pastor Margaret. 
We thank YOU for all your  

love and dedication you given to Grace Church! 
Enjoy your well-deserved retirement! 

 
 

 
 
 
 


