
 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship Theme: 
Being the Church of Grace for the People who will be Grace 

 
PRELUDE - ‘Allegretto’ – Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: Sunshine and celebration! Rain and remembrance! All are part of the richness of 
God’s mercy and love for us! 
        People: God has blessed us in so many ways! 
Leader: Welcome this day to a celebration of these blessings! 
        People: Thank you. We are glad to be here! 
Leader: Lord, open our hearts and spirits to your love 
        People: Bring us safely through the trials and tribulations of life, for we ask this in  
        Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

  
 



 
 
 
HYMN #417 O For a Heart to Praise My God 

1. O for a heart to praise my God, a heart from sin set free, a heart that always feels 
thy blood so freely shed for me. 

2. A heart resigned, submissive, meek, my great Redeemer's throne, where only Christ 
is heard to speak, where Jesus reigns alone. 

3. A humble, lowly, contrite heart, believing, true, and clean, which neither life nor 
death can part from Christ who dwells within. 

4. A heart in every thought renewed and full of love divine, perfect and right and pure 
and good, a copy, Lord, of thine. 

5. Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart; come quickly from above; write thy new name 
upon my heart, thy new, best name of Love. 

 
Opening Prayer  
 God of mysterious ways, you take our fears and turn them into triumphs. You remind 
us that you are always with us and that we do not need to fear the wind and waves of life. 
Encourage us to step out of the boat; to come across these difficulties to your redeeming and 
transforming love. Give us courage and strength, joy and peace for all the times ahead. Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH, #881     The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI, #70 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.  
 
 



 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen 

 
 
Hymn #179 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem 

1. O sing a song of Bethlehem, of shepherds watching there, and of the news 
that came to them from angels in the air. The light that shone on Bethlehem fills all the 
world today; of Jesus' birth and peace on earth the angels sing alway. 

2. O sing a song of Nazareth, of sunny days of joy; O sing of fragrant flowers' 
breath, and of the sinless Boy. For now the flowers of Nazareth in every heart may 
grow; now spreads the fame of his dear name on all the winds that blow. 

3. O sing a song of Galilee, of lake and woods and hill, of him who walked upon 
the sea and bade the waves be still. For though like waves on Galilee, dark seas of 
trouble roll, when faith has heard the Master's word, falls peace upon the soul. 

4. O sing a song of Calvary, its glory and dismay, of him who hung upon the 
tree, and took our sins away. For he who died on Calvary is risen from the grave, and 
Christ, our Lord, by heaven adored, is mighty now to save. 

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 33:1–11 
Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and four hundred men with him. So he divided 
the children among Leah and Rachel and the two maids. He put the maids with their children 
in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. He himself went on 
ahead of them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near his brother. But 
Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. 
When Esau looked up and saw the women and children, he said, “Who are these with you?” 
Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.” Then the maids drew 
near, they and their children, and bowed down; Leah likewise and her children drew near and 
bowed down; and finally Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. Esau said, 
“What do you mean by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To find favor with my 
lord.” But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” Jacob 
said, “No, please; if I find favor with you, then accept my present from my hand; for truly to see 
your face is like seeing the face of God—since you have received me with such favor. Please 
accept my gift that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because 
I have everything I want.” So he urged him, and he took it. 
 
 



 
 
 
PSALM LESSON Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;   

make known his deeds among the peoples. 
Sing to him, sing praises to him,  

and speak of all his marvelous works. 
Glory in his holy Name;  

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
Search for the Lord and his strength;   

continually seek his face. 
Remember the marvels he has done,  

his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
O offspring of Abraham his servant,  

O children of Jacob his chosen. 
Then he called for a famine in the land   

and destroyed the supply of bread. 
He sent a man before them,   

Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
They bruised his feet in fetters;   

his neck they put in an iron collar. 
Until his prediction came to pass,   

the word of the Lord tested him. 
The king sent and released him;   

the ruler of the peoples set him free. 
He set him as a master over his household,   

as a ruler over all his possessions, 
To instruct his princes according to his will   

and to teach his elders wisdom. 
That they might keep his statutes   

and observe his laws. Hallelujah! 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
EPISTLE LESSON Romans 10:5-15 
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 
does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not 
say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? 
“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so 
is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says,  



 
 
“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” But how are they to call on one in whom 
they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim 
him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!” 
 
 
HYMN #593 Here I Am, Lord 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. Who will 
bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you 
calling in the night. I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. I have wept for love of 
them. They turn away. I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. I will 
speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you 
calling in the night. I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. I will give my life to 
them. Whom shall I send? Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I 
will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
 
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 14:22-33 
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while 
he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered 
by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning 
he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 
they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is 
you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the 
boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong 
wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped 
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
  



 
 
SERMON “From Conflict to Reconciliation”                          Pastor Margaret Clemons  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN #168 At the Name of Jesus 

1. At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him King of glory 
now;' tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, who from the beginning was the 
mighty Word. 

2. Humbled for a season, to receive a name from the lips of sinners unto whom he 
came, faithfully he bore it, spotless to the last, brought it back victorious when from death he 
passed. 

3. Bore it up triumphant with its human light, through all ranks of creatures to the 
central height, to the throne of Godhead, to the Father's breast; filled it with the glory of that 
perfect rest. 

4. In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue all that is not holy, all that is not 
true. Crown him as your captain in temptation's hour; let his will enfold you in its light and 
power. 

 

BENEDICTION                 You have been embraced by the love of God,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

and blessed by Jesus to go into this world to offer healing and hope.  

Go in peace. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE – ‘Deo Gracias’ – Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
 
 

 
 
 


