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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

Worship Theme: 
Being the Church of Grace for the People who will be Grace 

 
Worship Leader: 
Earlene Johnson 

  
PRELUDE ‘Preludes III’ – William Harris (1883-1973)  
 PLEASE BE IN QUIET REFLECTION DURING THE PRELUDE AS WE PONDER THE HOLY. 
 
WELCOME  
 
 

INTROIT, #126                 “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”  

1. Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation, the God of power, the 
God of love, the God of our salvation. With healing balm my soul is filled and every 
faithless murmur stilled: To God all praise and glory. 

2. The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing, an ever present help and 
stay, our peace and joy and blessing. As with a mother's tender hand, God gently leads 
the chosen band: To God all praise and glory. 

3. Thus, all my toilsome way along, I sing aloud thy praises, that earth may hear the 
grateful song my voice unwearied raises. Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and 
body bear your part: To God all praise and glory. 

4. Let all who name Christ's holy name give God all praise and glory; let all who own 
his power proclaim aloud the wondrous story! Cast each false idol from its throne, for 
Christ is Lord, and Christ alone: To God all praise and glory. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader:  Who among you is seeking the wisdom of God? 

People:  We long to hear God’s Word spoken to our hearts. 
Leader: Who among you is seeking God’s bright and holy truth? 

People:  We long to learn the ways of wisdom and righteousness. 
Leader:  Who among you is seeking a Spirit-filled life? 

People:  We long to live lives of holiness and light. 
Leader:  God grants God’s wisdom generously to all who ask. Come near, people of God! Let 
us worship in wisdom and truth. 
 
 

 



 

 

OPENING HYMN #161                 “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” 

1. Rejoice, ye pure in heart; rejoice, give thanks, and sing; your glorious banner wave 
on high, the cross of Christ your King. Hosanna! Hosanna! Rejoice, give thanks, and 
sing. 

2. Your clear hosannas raise, and alleluias loud; whilst answering echoes upward float, 
like wreaths of incense cloud. Hosanna! Hosanna! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 

3. Yes, on through life's long path, still chanting as ye go; from youth to age, by night 
and day, in gladness and in woe. Hosanna! Hosanna! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 

4. At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest; the pilgrims find their 
heavenly home, Jerusalem the blest. Hosanna! Hosanna! Rejoice, give thanks, and 
sing. 

5. Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, one God forevermore. Hosanna! Hosanna! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 

 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
     We praise you, O God, for though you do as you please, your pleasure is justice with 
compassion. We worship you, O God, for though you choose your servants as you 
wish, you elect people who are called to serve all in obedience to you. We are awed by 
the powers of nature, but assured that there is no force or being that can overpower 
you. We are most grateful that you make yourself known to us through the healing and 
saving power of Jesus Christ, our Leader and Friend. Amen. 

    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Listen to the Word and Do What It Says” James 1:19-20, 22 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22  

So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were 
drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be 
granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.”   
Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let 
my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is my request. For 
we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we 
had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy 
can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, 
“Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, 
this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. Then Harbona, 
one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has  
 



 
 
prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits 
high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows  
that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. Mordecai recorded 
these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 
both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar 
and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews 
gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow 
into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting 
and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to  
the poor. 
 

PSALM LESSON Psalm 124 (read responsively)  

Leader: If it had not been the Lord who was on our side—let Israel now say— 
People: if it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when our enemies 
attacked us, then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was 
kindled against us; 

Leader: then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone over us; 
People: then over us would have gone the raging waters. 

Leader: Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey to their teeth. 
People: We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; 

Leader: the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
People: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

 

 

EPISTLE LESSON   James 2:1-10, 14-17 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, 
and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing 
the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, 
“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God 
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has 
promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the 
excellent name that was invoked over you? You do well if you really fulfill the royal law 
according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show 
partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps 
the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. What good is it, my 
brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a 
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of 
that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 



 

 

GOSPEL HYMN #596 “Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word” 

1. Blessed Jesus, at thy word we are gathered all to hear thee; let our hearts and souls 
be stirred now to seek and love and fear thee, by thy teachings sweet and holy, drawn 
from earth to love thee solely. 

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded, till thy spirit 
breaks our night with the beams of truth unclouded. Thou alone to God canst win us; 
thou must work all good within us. 

3. Glorious Lord, thyself impart! Light of light, from God proceeding, open thou our 
ears and heart; help us by thy spirit's pleading; hear the cry thy people raises; hear, 
and bless our prayers and praises. 

  

 
Prayer of Illumination 
     God, whom we know through the scriptures and creation, speak to us in this hour. 
Show us the wisdom and joy of your ways that we may know what is good and do what 
is right, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON          Mark 9:38-50  

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried 
to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one 
who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 
Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. “If any of you put 
a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if 
a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand 
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it 
off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if 
your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 
with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, 
and the fire is never quenched. “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt 
has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.” 
 

Pastor:    This is the word of God for the people of God. 
          People:   Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
SERMON “Faith in Action”                                         Pastor Dionne Hall 
 



 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

The third day he arose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF PRAYERS AND PRAISES (please fill out a prayer request card and place it in the 
plate in front of the lectern) 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER, #895 

 
INVITATION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON (READ RESPONSIVELY) 

Leader: When the busyness of our lives erodes the intentions of our hearts:  
     People: Merciful God, forgive us. 
Leader: When our personal agendas take precedence over reaching out to others:  
     People: Merciful God, forgive us. 
Leader: When we keep putting off being more active “doers of the word”: 
     People: Merciful God, forgive us. 
Leader: When we resist change, knowing that our acting and thinking are limited by our 
prejudice and ignorance: 
     People: Merciful God, forgive us. 
Leader: When we only half-listen to those who cry out to be fully heard: 
     People: Merciful God, forgive us. 

Gracious and merciful God, forgive us for past faults and help us in the present and 
future to make ourselves more available to the hurting world that surrounds us—the 
world that begins on our doorsteps. Equip us to be patient and compassionate 
listeners, proclaiming the gospel not in overbearing ways but sensitively and  
 



 
 
lovingly. Strengthen us with the Holy Spirit to be fruitful and active witnesses to 
Jesus in all we do and say. 

Pastor:  As we become doers of the word and not merely hearers, we discover that it is “in 
pardoning that we are pardoned, in giving of ourselves that we receive”—surely evidence of 
“the implanted word that has the power to save our souls”—Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN REPORT 
 
THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM ‘View Me, Lord’ – Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

DOXOLOGY, #95       

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  

  Gracious God, grant us the grace to be extravagant in the gifts we give to you. 
Help us be wise and just in how we live with the resources we keep. Guide us in the 
way to lives that bear the fruit that is pleasing to you: lives full of mercy and 
compassion. Free us from envy and selfish ambition that leads us away from you, that 
we might draw near to you. We pray in the love and hope that is Jesus, our Savior. 
Amen. 
      
CLOSING HYMN #396                    “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                  

1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; be thou forever near me, my 
Master and my friend. I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side, nor wander from 
the pathway if thou wilt be my guide. 

2. O let me feel thee near me! The world is ever near; I see the sights that dazzle, the 
tempting sounds I hear; my foes are ever near me, around me and within; but Jesus, 
draw thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin. 

3. O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still, above the storms of passion, 
the murmurs of self-will. O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; O speak, and 
make me listen, thou guardian of my soul. 

4. O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee that where thou art in glory there 
shall thy servant be. And Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; O give me 
grace to follow, my Master and my Friend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION          
 
POSTLUDE ‘Intrada’ – Timothy Redman (b.1943) 

 
 

 
Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God, 

and in memory of my loving husband Elwood Bussard, 
who passed away thirteen years ago on September 25th. 

Placed by, Doris Bussard 
 

A Special Vase is in memory of the 90th birthday  
on October 2nd of Walter “Gabby” Hess. 

Placed by, Mary and family 
 

Available Sundays to sponsor flowers is   
October 10, 31, and November 21, 28. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  Grace Notes 

September 26, 2021 

 
 

WELCOME! We are so glad you chose to worship with us today and hope you’ll return to worship 

again!  Lives are being changed by the power of God, and when we choose to allow the Lord to lead 

and guide us, amazing things can happen. When we unite with the United Methodist Church, we vow to 

support it with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service. 
 
OUR PRAYERS - Persons placed on the “Prayer Requests” list remain for a period of two weeks. 
Re-submit the request if additional time is needed. If a person has a long-term illness, request they be 
added to the “Long-term Illness” list.  
            
Hospitalized (Please notify the office if you are aware of a member of Grace who has been admitted 

or released) –     

Meritus:  

 

Recovering (recently released):  

A shut-in listing is available in the Narthex.  Please notify the church office if there is a change.   

 

Joys & Concerns  

September 19: Earlene Johnson – prayers for Roy Morse and Terry Morse, both in the hospital with 

Covid; Wanda & Gale Stouffer – prayers for healing and rest for their grandson Jett Taylor, he has 

RSV, also for Aunt Jane Hess, she fell and is really sore; Wanda Stouffer – continued prayers for Laurie 

and Tim Weller who are recuperating from Covid, they’ve returned to their jobs, but are still exhausted; 

Cindy Swales – prayers for her husband Gary, he continues rehab but now has a fractured knee and will 

find out Thursday if he needs surgery 

 

September 12: Sandy Kendall – prayers for her friend’s daughter Laurie, she’s in the hospital on a 

ventilator with Covid, also prayers for Sandy’s niece dealing with cancer 

 

 

Prayer Requests (Long-term Illness): Leon Brumback - Williamsport Nursing Home (Henry Sines); 

Joann McLucas;       Liana Spessard (Brian and Cindy Tedrick) 

 

NOTE:  Please call or email the church office with someone you would like to include. Also, 

continue to check the list and contact the office if there is someone whose name should be removed.  

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: September 26 – October 2 

Sunday Ecclesiastes 5:1-20             Tuesday Ecclesiastes 12:1-14                 Thursday  Job 28:1-28 

Monday  Ecclesiastes 7:1-25  Wednesday   Job 27:1-23                     Friday Psalm 72 

Saturday Psalm 9 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Stewardship of Time and Treasures 
     
OUR PRESENCE                                                        OUR GIFTS                                                        
Worship: 51                                                         Non-restricted offerings received last week: 
$1637.00 
Sunday School: 16                                                             Needed for Weekly Budget: $4,123.00 
                                                                                   Capital Campaign: $270.00 
 

 OUR SERVICE                 
    Serving in September 
     Ushers:  Rodger Sheffer, J. C. Martin, Bill Thompson, Donna and Roy Shoop, Madison Shoop  
   Greeters: Kathy Jones, Daisy Wolfensberger       
        Worship Leader today – Earlene Johnson      Worship Leader, Oct. 3 – Brian 
Tedrick 

  
CALENDAR 

Sun., Sept. 26 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts, & Fellowship is provided in the Jr. Dept. 

 9:00 am  Sunday Worship 

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages 

Mon., Sept. 27 10:30 am Knitting & Crochet Group meeting in the parlor 

Sun., Oct. 3 8:15 & 10:00 am  Coffee, Donuts, & Fellowship is provided in the Jr. Dept. 

 9:00 am  Sunday Worship & Communion 

 10:15 am Sunday school for all ages 

Thurs., Sept. 30 2-3:30 pm Bishop on the District at Rehoboth UMC in Williamsport –or- 

 7-8:30 pm 

 3 – 4:30 pm Mobile Farmer’s Market 

Fri., Oct. 1 6:00 – 9:00 pm Advanced Lay Servant Class: Living Our Methodist Beliefs, Day 

1 

Sat., Oct. 2 8:00am – 5:00 pm Advanced Lay Servant Class: Living Our Methodist Beliefs, Day 

2 

Thurs., Oct. 14 10:30 am West End Senior Citizens 

Tues., Oct. 19 2:00 pm Mending Hearts, Rider Hall 

Wed., Oct 20 6:00 pm Pot Luck and Bible Study, Rider Hall 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________ 

Bible Study – will begin on Wednesday, Oct 20th at 6:00 pm with a pot luck 

supper and the  

study to follow. Please plan to join in and dig deeper into the Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bishop Easterling - On September 30th at Rehoboth UMC, 16829 Lappans Road, Williamsport, 

Maryland, Bishop LaTrelle Easterling will hold a listening day on the Western Region. The gathering will 

take place on line only. 

The first session will meet from 2 to 3:30 p.m., while the second session will meet from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

If you plan to attend registration is required for these events. If interested, please call the church 

office at 240-850-2934. 

The bishop’s time on the regions is an essential part of our shared ministry to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of  

the world. We’re looking forward to you adding your voice to this ongoing conversation of hope, growth and 

grace. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________ 

 
Confirmation – If you have a child, children, or grandchildren 11-12 years old and 

would like to sign up for confirmation class, please call the church office at 240-850-2934. 

The class is a full year long and a serious commitment. Details to follow. 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________ 

BYOB – Bring your own Bible to church and follow along with Pastor 

Dionne! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 
Campaign Funds – When contributing to the campaign fund, please keep the 

capital campaign donations separate from the general budget by placing them 

in the campaign fund basket.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

**Looking for an individual to be a backup for Donald Bryan and the PowerPoint presentation on 

Sunday mornings. If you’re interested, please see Donald or call the church office.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENT - In case of an emergency, please contact Pastor Dionne at 

(240) 347-2345 (cell), (301) 302-7509 (home office) or pastordionne.hall@gmail.com. 
The church office number is (240) 850-2934. 
Please inform the hospital and/or funeral home that Pastor Dionne is the Pastor at 
Grace. The Pastor and church should be notified of any illness or death of a 
member or family member first.  The Pastor will confirm availability dates for 
Services of Death and Resurrection with the funeral home director.  Keep in mind that 

mailto:pastordionne.hall@gmail.com


Pastor Dionne serves two churches.  Members should be flexible when planning any 
events as two churches will be affected. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Dionne 
______________________________________________________________________________

__________________ 
We currently are in urgent need of teacher(s) for the Middle School age children. Sunday School teachers 

are very important!  

They help us bring our children up in Christ and put them on the right path to Jesus. If interested, please 

notify Pastor Dionne! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

 

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORS ARE NEEDED 

 

Would you like to sponsor altar flowers? We still have dates available starting in October 

through December. The cost to sponsor is $20.00. To sponsor, contact the church office at 

graceumchagerstown@gmail.com or call    240-850-2934 and let us know the date (or possible 

dates) and details that you’d like to include.  

Thank you for giving glory to God, beautifying the sanctuary, and sharing your 

commemoration with us! 

_________________________________________________________________

________________ 

GREETERS – We are in need of greeters for the 9:00 worship service. If you can help or 

interested in helping, please contact Patty Leonard at 301-988-3493.  Thank you! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

Submission deadline for weekly Bulletin or Grace Notes announcements is 10:00 am on Wednesday. The 

bulletin is generally produced on Wednesday of each week.  Please either call the office or e-mail your 

announcement. Church office hours are  

8:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday through Thursday.  The office is closed on Friday. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

Please Note:  Pastor Dionne may be reached by email at pastordionne.hall@gmail.com or by texting or 

calling her cell phone at 240-347-2345.  Those using Facebook may contact her through Facebook 

Messenger. If you would like to meet with Pastor Dionne, please make an appointment by contacting 

the church office at 240-850-2934. 
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