
Sermon “Blessed Are We”                                                                                                Reverend Dionne T. Hall 

Sermon on the Mount                                                                                                                       Matthew 5:1-12 

 

Prayer of Preparation:  Family of God, we are blessed.  Blessed as we come and blessed when we go.  Blessed to 

hear the word of God.  Amen. 

 

 I know what y’all are thinking…not the Sermon on the Mount again.  We just studied that last 

year…surely, we know all that there is to know about how Jesus says we are to treat others in the kin-dom.  

Surely by now we know that God is calling us to a high standard of living and being.  And certainly we know 

that God calls us to treat our neighbors with respect. 

 

 When I read the Beatitudes, I automatically think justice.  Justice for the sick, the distraught, the worn 

out, the outcast, and the downcast.  A clergy colleague and I had a whole conversation about justice.  Just in 

case you’re wondering what pastors do in their spare time, my friends and I discuss biblical truths and how we 

live them amongst other topics. 

 

 The dictionary says justice is equity; everyone having the same and being the same.  But my clergy 

colleague says justice is everyone receiving what they need to live.   

 

 We have some Biblical authority to inform the decision that justice is about everyone receiving what 

they need to live.  Our reading from Micah says, What does the LORD require of you but to do justice and to 

love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

 I know that someone out there is saying, But what does it mean to do justice and what does it have to do 

with the Beatitudes and blessings?  I’m so glad you asked me because I wrote a whole sermon about it! 

 

 The Beatitudes are about living together.  The Beatitudes are about being in community with each other.  

The Beatitudes are about the blessing of being in community and blessing of being a blessing to others.  And as 

people of God living in community, we are to be justice. 

 

 Yup, us.  You and me.  Together.  Cause we all know that God has called us to work together for the 

sake of the world.  I hope you heard some Paul in there.  We are to use our gifts to serve each other and the 

world.  Yup, more Paul.  We are to use our gifts and graces to bring justice to our corner of the world.  Some of 

us will go farther…some of us are called to bring justice to all corners of the world.   

 

 If we continue our readings with Paul, remember he is writing to the Corinthians, we remember that he 

is telling us how to live in community…dare I say, a blessed community formed to be justice like Jesus says in 

the Beatitudes?  Paul says we are all called.  And it’s true, we are. 

 

 We are blessed to be called to be the community which provides a space and place for the peacemaker.  

Remember the peacemakers?  The peacemakers are those who are blessed to tell the world to put down their 

weapons, put down their self-destructive ways, put down their self-destructive walk and their self-destructive 

talk.  The peacemakers are those who shout to the world there is a better way and that we all deserve to live in 

ways which honor who we are and whose we are. 

 

 We are blessed to be called to be the community which provides a space and place for the meek; those 

who are quiet and gentle.  Those whom the world would walk over because they can’t speak up and speak out 

for themselves.  We are the community which holds them up and speak when they can’t or won’t because of 

fear. 

 

  We are blessed to be called the community who gather those who hunger and thirst after righteousness.  

We are blessed the righteous enter our doors and say, Get right.  We are blessed to have the righteous among us 



who say that while that may be lawful it is not moral.  The righteous call us to a higher standard, to God’s 

standard, and they do so with love. 

 

 We are blessed to be called the community who gather the poor in spirit.  We are blessed because in all 

ways, we bless them.  We pray together, we worship together, we remind each other that God is with us.  We 

are blessed because in all things and through all things we show the poor in spirit the living God in all that we 

say and all that we do. 

 

 We are blessed to be called the community who welcome the those who mourn the brokenness of this 

world.  Did you know that that’s me?  I mourn the brokenness in which we live.  I mourn the knowledge that we 

co-exist with evil.  I mourn the ways in which we hurt each other in word, thought, and deed.  I mourn all the 

ways and times we cause God to grieve because of the way we treat each other.  I mourn as I realize that we are 

blessed to be called the community who welcomes those who mourn. 

 

 We are blessed to be the community who knows.  We know that life is not all sunshine and rainbows.  

We know that everything has a season, a season to be born and a season to die.  We know that within each 

season of life there are those who are welcomed and those for whom the door is shut.  We are blessed to say and 

to mean that we have open hearts, open minds, and open doors.  We are blessed to be a community in which 

this community comes to seek justice. 

 

 We are blessed.  We are blessed in our going out and in our coming in.  We are blessed in our standing 

and sitting.  We are blessed in our singing and reading, in our serving and our being served.  In all ways and 

through all things we are blessed.  Because we are community. Because we are justice.  Because we are. 

 

 Take a look around you.  Paul tells us that God has given us everything we need to bring God’s kin-dom 

here on earth.  Paul is great and I love his letters but you may have heard me say Paul in a different way, the 

way my church and my momma taught me:  we are blessed to be a blessing. 

 

 We are blessed to be the community which sees everyone around us.  We are blessed to know that we all 

have gifts to use to serve.  We are blessed to know that our purpose to bring a touch of heaven to earth. 

 

 We are blessed to be the community which knows that when Jesus gave us the Beatitudes, he speaking 

to all of us because we are blessed to be part of his community.  We are blessed to know that this sermon isn’t 

over, will never be over because Jesus tells us that we are blessed to be a blessing, and we aren’t finished 

blessing the world yet. 

  

Response to the Word:  Almighty God, you are wiser than we know.  Where we struggle, you create blessing.  

Thank you for your creative love – love that transforms our living.  Walk beside us each day on paths of justice 

and love.  Amen. 
 


