
“Have the Same Mind”                                       Pastor Dionne Hall 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Sermon “Have the Same Min 

Prayer of Preparation:  Holy One, our light and our salvation, open our ears to hear your word.  Open our 

hearts to welcome your love.  Amen. 

 

 There’s a big picture at play in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.  Paul begins his letter reminding us that 

God created the church and there is nothing lacking in the church’s creation.   

 

Those are tough words to hear when we think about all the things we need.  I won’t even begin thinking 

of a wish list because things will get ugly from there.  If I start thinking about what I don’t have, I’ll forget what 

I do have and then I’ll forget that Paul has told me that all of gifts, the people of God, I need are right here. 

 Paul’s next exhortation tells us we need to agree.  The problem is, who are we supposed to agree with?  I 

mean, which denomination is right?  Which preacher is right?  Which teaching is right?  What books should we 

read?  Who should lead?  Who should teach?  Who?  What? Where? When? Why? And how?  Given what Paul 

wrote to the Corinthians, there should be one right answer to these questions. 

 

 We know that’s impossible.  Anyone who cooks dinner for a family knows everyone having the same 

mind is impossible.  In my early teaching days, I had a friend who’s Italian.  She would spend hours making 

dinner, or rather 2 dinners.  Because one of her children didn’t like pasta sauce.  Can you imagine that?  So she 

would make a special pasta just for that child and make sure that his portion of food didn’t have pasta sauce.  

Sounds crazy?  Why can’t he eat the same thing as everyone else?  Except it isn’t crazy. 

 

 Every parent, teacher, and leader knows people are different.  And because we are different, we know 

and accept things differently.  Well then, why is Paul telling us to have the same mind?  It’s almost as if he’s 

setting us up for failure.   

 

 Then Paul has the nerve to move on and start talking about baptism and who baptized who and who 

belongs to who…it’s enough to make a person crazy.  But we know Paul and because we know Paul, we that 

there’s a bigger picture if we dig deep. 

 

 Paul’s big picture is that we are one in Christ.  According to the research done at Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary, there are over 47,000 different Christian denominations.  Yet, even the author of the 

article which quoted the 47,000 denominations disagrees with those findings.  They argue that once whittled 

down there are only 180 denominations.  The whole discussion on the number of denominations makes Paul’s 

directive to be of one mind comical because if people can’t even agree on what constitutes a new/different 

denomination how are we supposed to be of one mind? 

 

 I wonder what Paul would think if he heard that we can’t even agree on what makes a denomination a 

denomination.  I wonder what people who are not Christian think.  I wonder what the average person on the 

street thinks about the disagreements over theology and the arguments we get into when we form new 

denominations.  I wonder what the average person thinks about us. 

 

 That’s what Paul was getting at when he said be of the same mind.  It takes a while to get to why Paul is 

urging us to be of the same mind, but he gets there.   

 

Here’s what Paul says in response to all the disagreements; we have a proclamation to make to the 

world.  Our proclamation is that Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 

 Here’s what we do and say to the world instead; my denomination and my people are the only ones who 

get it right.  It’s like saying that the only way to eat spaghetti is with red sauce and that is simply not true. 



 Family of God, we know much more about the world than we did in the past.  We know that we are all 

made in the image of God and that God’s image is as different from person to person as the snowflakes that fall 

from the heavens.   

 

 We all come from different places and situations.  We all hear things differently and react differently to 

the things we hear.  That’s because we are different and there’s nothing wrong with that.  We are all different 

and we are all made in the image of God.  How beautiful is that? 

 

We are wrong when we begin to believe that we are the only ones who know Christ and when we 

believe there is only one way to worship.  Yet we hear people proclaim just that all the time.  The Corinthians 

certainly did.  They claimed to know and in the knowing they came to the conclusion that everyone else is 

wrong.  They came to the conclusion that their Christianity is the only one that is right and therefore the only 

one that matters. 

 

 Paul speaks into our sense of rightness and says, nonsense.  Get yourselves together, get out, and 

proclaim the good news that the kin-dom of God is at hand.  And while you’re making our proclamation, 

remember that there is work to be done.  Frankly, says Paul, if you have time for arguments than you probably 

haven’t been doing the work of the kin-dom at all. 

 

 Finally, there’s a subtle warning from Paul.  Here it is:  as we work to build the kin-dom, people are 

watching to see what we are doing and saying.  Paul warns us that if all we do is argue about who’s the best, 

why would anyone believe our proclamation?  Why would anyone believe the kin-dom of God is at hand, that 

forgiveness of sins has come…but only if we do everything my way?  (And, if you must choose a way then it 

should be my way.)  No one is going to hear us if we are arguing.  All they’ll hear are the mean, bitter words we 

hurl at each other. 

 

 And more importantly, no one is going to believe us. No one will believe that God is good if we can’t be 

good to each other.  No one will believe that Jesus will forgive us if we can’t forgive each other.  No one will 

believe. 

 

Belief is where faith lies.  We can’t please God unless we believe.  We can’t become who God wants us 

to be unless we believe.  And if we can’t believe, if we can’t behave as if we believe, we can’t proclaim the 

word of God.   

 

Have the same mind.  Believe that Jesus died for the forgiveness of our sins and then go out and forgive 

others for their sins.  Believe that Jesus fed the hungry, clothed the naked, healed the sick, and returned people 

to their community.  Believe it.  Proclaim it.  Do it.  

 

Response to the Word:  People of God, may these words bring us good news – news of salvation and hope, 

news of light and healing.  And may these words empower us to share the good news:  Christ’s love is for 

everyone.  Amen. 
 


