
Sermon “Lovingkindness”                                                                                                         Pastor Dionne Hall   

Matthew 6:19-7:12 

 

Prayer of Preparation:  Creating God, speak to us once again as you spoke to your disciples on the 

mountaintop.  Help us to hear your holy words as those disciples of long ago.  Send your spirit to open our 

hearts and minds and we hear a word of truth this day.  Amen. 

 

 We are on the mountaintop with Jesus.  We have heard Jesus say, Blessed Be and Salt and Light…to 

teach us who we, as disciples, are.  Jesus said, You have heard it said…but I say to you…Jesus was teaching us 

about how to live together as the people who are the church and as people who serve God’s beloved 

community.  Last week the sermon turned and we heard Jesus tell us, When you…do not…  That was Jesus 

teaching us how to serve God and God’s beloved community with servant hearts.  Today, we hear Jesus telling 

us “do not…do not…do not…”  Jesus is telling us not to worry because God loves us unconditionally.  God’s 

love is not the Hallmark type of love, there are no valentine’s involved, and God’s love certainly doesn’t come 

around once a year.  No, God’s love cares about each of us unconditionally.  

 

 Much of our time is spent worrying about everything…and some folks worry because there is nothing to 

worry about.  They wonder when the other shoe will drop/when will something popup they can worry about.  

There is something about their personal chemistry which lives in a world a tension and when the tension is not 

there, they become unbalanced. 

 

 But here’s what Jesus says, do not.  This is not a do not as in do not go to work, do not go to school, do 

not pay your bills because everything will turn out all right. The last I checked, things don’t turn out all right if 

we don’t pay rent, mortgage, car notes, insurance, light bills, and gas bills. 

 

This is a do not because when we listen to God, when we follow God’s plan for us, help comes.  And we 

are that help.  We are the help for each other and we are the help for God’s beloved community. The thing about 

God’s lovingkindness towards us is that we have a part in it:  we love God with all our heart, and soul, and 

mind, and strength.  This is not a transactional love where we worship and then God gives.  That puts a very 

nasty spin on who God is.  No, we learn to love and worship God more and more each day in what we think, 

say, and do.  God cares for all of creation as a mother hen cares for her chicks…because that is who God is and 

what God does. 

 

Our scripture lesson today ends with the golden rule, “In everything do to others as you would have 

them do to you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”  Imagine if Jesus was saying, God treats you with 

lovingkindness, now go do likewise. 

 

This is the gospel the good news of Jesus Christ:  God loves us.  God cares if we eat.  God cares that we 

are clothed.  God cares that we have work.  God cares that we have homes in safe environments.  God cares that 

our children go to good schools.  God cares that we live in safe neighborhoods, in safe cities/towns/ and nations.  

God cares and each act of lovingkindness God does for us, God wants us to do for others. 

   

People are hungry?  Go ahead and feed them.  People need clothes?  Go ahead and give them clothes.  

People need homes?   Provide them.  Treat everyone we meet as if you are looking into a mirror.  This is what 

we are called to do as disciples of Jesus Christ.  Sometimes it’s hard; sometimes it’s easy.  Sometimes people 

say thank us, sometimes people will curse us, sometimes people will take advantage of us.  We are called to 

show and share in the same lovingkindness God shares with us. 

 

Response to the Word:  Gracious God, we have heard you speak to us from the mountaintop.  Send your Spirit 

to empower us to hear and do your word as we leave this space today. 

 


