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Prayer of Preparation:  May the great shepherd look favorably upon us, as we listen to God’s 

story and share the burdens on our hearts. 

 

 Today marks the beginning of the end…and of the beginning.  You know what I mean; 

the end of our Christian year and the beginning of our new year.  So yes indeed, it is appropriate 

to say, “Happy New Year” next week and to consider this entire week New Year’s Eve.  Please 

don’t celebrate the entire week as New Year’s Eve, while that may be fun, that’s not the point 

of the message. 

 

 Our scriptures today begin and end with the gospel according to Luke; an account of the 

beginning and the end. Yet it isn’t really the beginning and the end and that’s where our other 

scriptures come in; they are like a two-sided arrow pointing backward and forward.  Backward 

to where we’ve been and forward to where we’re going.  

 

 Luke grounds us at the cross where folks are gathered to scoff at Jesus: to look, to laugh, 

and to mock.  As we enter our final reading, we notice that when Jesus speaks, his words are 

lifted up to God, “Father forgive them, for they do not know.”  Jesus didn’t condemn the 

people gathered to look down on him.  He didn’t curse them.  He didn’t blame them.  Jesus 

asked God to forgive them.   

 

 I believe that this is the heart of it all.  I believe that Jesus’s words of reconciliation, of 

humanity’s reconciliation with God, are the heart of why we are here today.  “Father forgive 

them, for they do not know,” was spoken out of love from a body broken from torture and 

wrecked with pain.   

 

“Father forgive them, for they do not know,” was spoken out of love for all creation 

from the one who created.   

 

“Father forgive them, for they do not know,” was spoken as a final act of healing our 

relationship with God.   

 

“Father forgive them, for they do not know,” were words to sew us back together as one 

with God and one with each other.  

 

 “Father forgive them, for they do not know” how much I love them.   

 

“Father forgive them.”  They don’t know that love has been with them for years.  They 

don’t know that mercy, peace, justice, and joy have been with them all along.  They just see a 

man; beaten and broken.  “Father forgive them.”   

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=290#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=290#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=290#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=290#gospel_reading


In the end, the scoffers next to him got it:  this is the Messiah!  This is the one.  Here’s 

the culmination of Jesus’s forgiveness on the cross that day.  He tells the thieves around him:  

"Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." He assured them of their place in the 

garden.  A place to be as one with God, at place to be at peace with ourselves, and a place to be 

at peace with our neighbors.  Jesus spoke from the cross to give a place to be. 

 

 I’ll begin where I started; this is the end and the beginning.  This is the place where three 

words make all the difference in the world.  This is the place where we come because we are 

truly and lovingly forgiven.  Three words which usher us into a new way of living and being 

and an eternity in heaven: “Father forgive them.” 

 

Response to the Word:   The Holy Spirit moves us to share God blessings with the world: light 

to those who dwell in darkness, forgiveness to those who yearn for mercy, and peace to those 

who live in conflict. Let us bring the promise of God’s kingdom to all of God’s children. 
 


