
“The Water’s Just Fine”                                                                                                                Rev. Dionne Hall 

Matthew 3:13-17                                                                                                           Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

 

Prayer of Preparation:  Lord Jesus, rip open the heavens and come to us, reach down, reach in, disrupt, touch, 

embrace, speak to us.  Do not leave us, O Lord, to our own devices.  Abandon us not to our own voices.  Speak 

to us, miraculously appear to us, and give us the grace to listen.  Amen.  

 

 If you can imagine, Friday was Epiphany and Jesus was a baby being visited by the Magi…3 days ago 

we celebrated the Epiphany of the Lord and today, Jesus is full grown getting ready to be baptized in the Jordan 

by his cousin, John the Baptist.  In the span of our 3 days, Jesus is fully grown.  I believe that before his 

baptism, Jesus spent time teaching and preaching.  I recall Luke’s gospel in which Jesus stayed behind at the 

temple with the priests to learn from them.  Luke’s gospel says, “After three days they found him in the temple 

courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was 

amazed at his understanding and his answers.”  Imagine what the priests at the synagogues had in store for 

them when Jesus returned home!  It does not take much imagination to know that Jesus studied while in 

Nazareth, he continued to study and teach in the synagogue.  And, as people do, I am sure that the gossips were 

on overtime talking about Jesus. 

 

 And John.  I know the gossips were on overtime talking about John with his living in the desert, eating 

locusts and wild honey, and wearing camel hair and a leather belt, self.  I am sure the gossips whispered behind 

his parents back about him…and their whole family. 

 

 In it all and through it all, there’s John, minding God’s business, standing in the Jordan, shouting at 

folks, “Come on in, the water’s fine!”   

 

 You know the water I’m talking about.  The water that signals we went in as one person and came out as 

another.  The water that signals to the world that we are new creatures…that something is at work in us.  The 

water that signals there is something greater than us…something that calls us to be more and do more than we 

could ever have asked or imagined.   

 

 We know that God is at work when we hear a voice over the waters saying, “This is my Son, whom I 

love; with him I am well pleased.”  We know that God has been at work all along.  We know, as we look back 

over time, that God has been at work in John to prepare the way.  We know that God has been at work to lead 

John and his followers to the Jordan River that day.  And we know that indeed, the water is fine.   

 

 Can you imagine who was at the river?  I am positive the gossips were there.  Perhaps some Sadducees 

and Pharisees were there. And maybe a few Scribes.  You know who else was there?  Sinners.  Whether they 

were in the water waiting to be baptized or on the shores wondering, gossiping, and/or condemning John and his 

followers, I believe plenty of folks were there…waiting. 

 

 They were waiting to see what would happen if they went into the water.  They wanted to know what 

the water would do to them and what the water would do for them.  They wanted to know if what John said was 

really true.  They wanted to know if the water was fine. 

 

 The truth about the water came when this little-known man named Jesus went to John to be baptized.  

Sure, the people in Galilee knew him, but this isn’t Galilee.  But John knows and here’s what John says, “I need 

to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me?”  

 

 Jesus enters the waters with those who were willing to admit they are sinners.  Jesus enters the waters 

with those who know they needed forgiveness.  Jesus enters the waters with those who know there is something 



more than the ordinary, the everyday, and the here and now.  Jesus enters the waters with those who knew that 

there was something more, that God is calling them to be something more.  

  

 First a dove.  Then a voice from heaven.  The folks in the water that day knew they were born again.  

They knew they had died to their old ways and were now part of God’s kingdom.  

 

 Those who walk in the waters of baptism know that they need forgiveness, they recognize they need to 

change, and they acknowledge their place in God’s kingdom. We know we are born again.  We walk out of the 

waters with Jesus into a redeemed life.  We walk out of the waters with Jesus to become the person God created 

us to be because we were created in the image of God.  We walk out of the waters with Jesus into the arms of 

God Almighty. 

 

 At the very heart of it all, we are priceless.  We are dear to God.  We are dear to one another.  In his 

baptism, Jesus confirms to us that God is saying to each and every one of us, “You are my beloved child.  I have 

created you with love and out of love.  With you I am well pleased.” 

 

Response to the Word: We have heard your word, O God.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, may we be 

faithful in doing what you have called us to do. 
 


