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Luke 6:20-31 

 
Prayer of Preparation:  Wisdom on high, may we truly hear your word and bear the fruit of its power. Open 

the eyes of our hearts, that we may discern the hope to which we are called. Set free the spirit striving within us, 

that we may share the riches of your powerful love with the world. Mark us with the seal of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may walk the path of blessedness with the saints who came before us. Amen. 

 

 If you’re like me, today is a bittersweet day.  We’ve gathered today to rejoice in all our brothers, sisters, 

aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends who have gone home to God in heaven.  Our loved ones are 

enjoying somethings I long for:  unconditional love, peace, joy, mercy, compassion, justice…the kin-dom of 

heaven.  Our loved ones are there and today is a day in which we celebrate them.  And we celebrate Jesus. 

 

 Today is a reminder, not just of our loved ones, but of Jesus and the sacrifice he made for us and our 

sins.  With grateful hearts we remember all that sacrifice:  lied on, prosecuted, beaten, crowned with thorns, 

nailed to the cross…a sacrificial lamb to take away the sins of the world because of his love for us.  Death on 

the cross so that one day we will become bathed in the light and love of God in heaven. 

 

 Our life, the lives of our loved ones, is an invitation from God to prepare for eternal life in heaven.  Kin-

dom living here and now and kin-dom living in eternity with God.  And all because of wonderful, marvelous, 

spectacular love. 

 

Daniel writes, “But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom 

forever—forever and ever.”  

 

Our loved ones, our communion of saints, are now enjoying God’s love in heaven because God’s love 

has made us children of God.  Paul writes, In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the 

pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.  Our loved one’s 

inheritance is a new life as one of God’s beloved children and a new home of without the cares and problems of 

this world. 

 

It is right that we revisit the Beatitudes in our gospel lesson today.  The Beatitudes are a blueprint, a 

map, a plan for living a life which reflects the kin-dom on heaven here on earth.  The Beatitudes are our 

guidebook to how we become more like the image of God…the image of love, peace, joy, happiness, 

compassion, mercy…how we become more like God in heaven and how we transform our small piece of this 

earth to be more like God’s heavenly kingdom. 

 

We are called to live the Beatitudes; we are called to bless and to be a blessing.  We are surrounded by a 

great cloud of witnesses who are gone.  But let us take this time to remember how they blessed us.  Let us take 

time to remember, to mourn, and to name our loved ones.  Let us take time to teach our children to bless as our 

mothers and fathers and sisters and brothers taught us to bless.  Let us teach our children, as our loved ones 

taught us, that worship matters.  Being in church and learning about God and Jesus matters.  Doing God’s work 

matters.  We have this opportunity to be living witnesses for our children…they hear what we say and what we 

don’t say, they see what we do and what we don’t do, they know when we bless…and when we don’t. 

 

We are surrounded by a great cloud of witness who are encouraging us and cheering us on…keep going.  

Remember our example.  Copy our successes.  Toss aside our mistakes. 

 

We are surrounded by our ancestors in the faith and by each other.  Let us remember who we are and 

whose we are as we remember our loved ones this day. 

 



 

Response to the Word:  We have heard the word of truth, the gospel of our salvation. May our hearts be 

sealed in love through the power of the Holy Spirit. And may we be a people who are redeemed and fitted for 

the realm of God.  Amen. 
 


