
Sermon: “The Proclamation”                                                                                                         Pastor Dionne 

Ezra 7:11-20                                                                                                                                          Ezra 8:21-23 

 

Prayer of Preparation (responsive) 

Leader:  May the words of my mouth,  

People:  and the meditation of our hearts, be acceptable in your sight, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

All: Amen. 

 

It took over 20 years.  Over twenty long years for the Temple to be rebuilt.  It took over 20 years and 4 

kings.  It took the reigns of King Cyrus, King Darius, King Xerxes, and King Artaxerxes to get the Temple 

completed.  Neither Ezra nor Nehemiah have arrived on the scene.  Yet the Temple is being rebuilt because God 

is preparing a place and a people. 

 

 Last week we read about Shesh-baz’zar and Ze-rub’ba-bel, two governors of Judah in charge of the 

construction project.  We talked about how the work started but did you know that some people tried to stop the 

work?  Did you know that chapter 4 of Ezra calls out those people who didn’t want the work to continue?  Did 

you know that even though King Cyrus had the best of intentions there were people who were against the 

rebuilding?  Did you know that they came posing as friends?  Did you know they came posing as advisors?  Did 

you know that they came pretending to have the people’s best interests at heart? 

 

 A group of people who frustrated the building for years…here’s what scripture says in Ezra chapter 4:  

Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build, and they bribed 

officials to frustrate their plan throughout the reign of King Cyrus of Persia and until the reign of King Darius 

of Persia. 

 

 Did you know that while you can frustrate God’s plan and God’s people, you can’t stand in God’s way?  

When we try to stand in God’s way here’s what happens…God sends more people to pave God’s way.  So, 

while it may have taken over 23 years for the Temple to be rebuilt, the Temple was rebuilt.  Never 

underestimate what God is calling us to do.  No matter how long it takes, God’s will will be done.  God cannot 

be frustrated by time.  

 

 Take King Darius, a Persian king, as an example.  The Temple’s construction is being delayed and 

delayed and delayed.  This was done to frustrate the people into thinking that the enemy had won.  But King 

Darius comes into power.  Ezra chapter 6 tells us what happens, Then King Darius made a decree, and they 

searched the archives where the documents were stored in Babylon. But it was in Ecbatana, the capital in the 

province of Media, that a scroll was found on which this was written: “A record. In the first year of his reign, 

King Cyrus issued a decree: Concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, let the house be rebuilt, the place 

where sacrifices are offered and burnt offerings are brought; its height shall be sixty cubits and its width sixty 

cubits, with three courses of hewn stones and one course of timber; let the cost be paid from the royal treasury. 

Moreover, let the gold and silver vessels of the house of God that Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple in 

Jerusalem and brought to Babylon be restored and brought back to the temple in Jerusalem, each to its place; 

you shall put them in the house of God.” 

 

 God gave the people work to do.  God gave everyone a hand in the work.  God chose a Persian king to 

make a proclamation that the work would be done. And when the work stalled, God chose another Persian king 

to get it restarted.  And when the next Persian king stopped the work again, God sent more kings and more 

people to get the work restarted.  It didn’t matter how many times the work was stopped; what mattered is that 

the work was restarted until it was completed.  Day by day.  Year by year.  King by king.  And now comes 

Ezra. 

 

 It took over twenty years for the Temple to be rebuilt but now comes Ezra.  Did I say, “Now comes 

Ezra?”  It takes over fifty years after the dedication of the Temple for Ezra to get to Judah to get to the 



remnants of Jerusalem and to get to the Temple.  King Artaxerxes proclaims:  go, take everything you need and 

worship God in God’s house.  Take the people.  Take the goods.  Take the livestock.  Take the dancers.  Take 

the singers.  Take the priests.  Take the scribes.  Take the freewill offerings.  Take the temple servants.  Take 

the doorkeepers.  Take everything that belongs in God’s house and go…go worship God; God in heaven. 

   

 The king didn’t stop there.  King Artaxerxes also told Ezra to use his God-given wisdom to appoint 

magistrates and judges who will uphold God’s laws and the laws of the king.  And teach.  Teach everyone about 

the God’s laws. 

 

 And while King Artaxerxes is making his proclamation, Ezra is making a proclamation as well.  Ezra 

proclaims, “The hand of the Lord my God was upon me.”   

 

God uses everyone. God used four Persian kings to build the Temple and the people.  And Ezra knew he 

was blessed.  Blessed to return to Jerusalem, blessed to bring the Word, blessed to bring the law, blessed to be 

chosen.  Ezra was blessed and so are we.   

 

The Temple had been destroyed.  Temples are always being destroyed.  It’s not about the Temple’s 

destruction; it’s about the new Temple.  It’s about the people who are called to rebuild.  It’s about the work of 

rebuilding.  It’s about the love of God being poured out on some hardheaded people and it’s about their 

renewal.   

  

Many of us like to live in the past…in the days when things were wonderful, and life was good.  All 

things come to an end.  All things.  But this is God’s time, and this is God’s world and in God’s world for every 

end there is a beginning.  So, my question, my concern, is not about what happened in the past.  My question is 

how are we building the future?  How are we taking what has been given to us and reshaping, remolding, and 

recasting a vision of the future of God’s church and God’s people.  If we are like Ezra, we know we are blessed.  

We know that God’s hand is upon us.  And we are ready to work. 

 

Prayer:  Gracious God, guide us in our work.  Help us to see a new vision of who we are and whose we are.  

Help us to be faithful in building your temple and your people.  Amen. 
 


