
Sermon                                               “Trusting God = Taking Action”                                    Pastor Dionne Hall 

 

Prayer of Preparation (responsive) 

Leader:  May the words of my mouth,  

People:  and the meditation of our hearts, be acceptable in your sight, O Lord our Rock and our 

Redeemer. 

All: Amen. 

 

 Today is one of those days when scripture is clear as a bell in leading us.  The parables are always 

tricky…you’ve got to take a look at every character or item in the parable to have it make sense.  So, there’s 

always the surface meaning and the deep dive meaning. 

 

 Then we have the poetry.  None of the poetry means exactly what it says…it’s poetry and poetry is just 

that way. We have songs, the narratives, the law, wisdom literature, and so on.  Each type of literature requires 

we read and interpret it differently.  But today, the scriptures are easy…they tell us exactly what we need to 

know in plain language. 

 

 Here’s what Nehemiah says, “Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies 

in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, so that we may no longer suffer 

disgrace.”  

 

 The Temple has been rebuilt.  It took years to rebuild.  This was no quick fix…it was a stop and start, 

stop, and start fix…a four Persian king’s fix.  But the walls of Jerusalem, the walls that protected the city from 

invasion, where gone and they desperately needed to be repaired.  The Temple would not be safe, the city would 

not be safe, and the people would not be or feel safe until the walls had been repaired. 

 

 I want to take a minute to look at how this has all started again:  first God touches the heart of the 

Persian king…an outsider.  Then, the king sends the Jews who are in captivity to restore the Temple.  Worship 

resumes.  58 years later, Ezra comes on the scene and brings the law.  He too was sent by a Persian king.  Why 

are they sending folks back to Jerusalem?  So that the Jews will pray to the God of heaven for the kings and 

their children.  And the work happened in stops and starts because of opposition…not necessarily of outsiders, 

and they don’t really count because outsiders will always be a problem, it was the insiders who caused the 

problems.  Insiders who wanted to keep the status quo…make sure that everything stayed the same. 

 

 Yet, God kept sending people who would hear his voice and rebuild.  Rebuild the Temple, rebuild the 

city, and rebuild the people.  Now, it’s Nehemiah’s turn to rebuild; rebuild the walls and the city so that people 

may feel safe to worship.  Here’s what Nehemiah says, Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, so that we 

may no longer suffer disgrace.”   

 

 The truth is that Jerusalem was in shambles.  The people were hardheaded, and that’s a nice way of 

saying what others thought of the Jews.  They had been conquered over and over again and had been in exile, 

many forcibly removed and held captive for years.  Jerusalem had been destroyed and Nehemiah tells them that 

the city was a disgrace.  Now it is time to work. 

 

 Nehemiah says, “Let us start building!” Jerusalem was not going to rebuild itself.  The work needed 

people and money.  Lots of people, lots of money, and lots of time.  The rebuilding required workers.  Here is 

the response of the people:  So they committed themselves to the common good.  So we rebuilt the wall, and 

all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work. 

 There are no short cuts.  There are no easy ways out.  Rebuilding requires work…hard work.  That’s 

why construction workers make so much money and that’s why homes cost so much.  That’s why everything is 

costly.  If you want a cheap fix, be prepared to fix it twice.   



 Here’s the final part of today’s scripture, for the people had a mind to work.  Nothing gets done unless 

the people have a mind to do it.  The decrees and money came from Persian kings…the workers were the Jews 

who had the ultimate investment to rebuild. 

There’s a lesson, there are several lessons, in today’s scripture.  First, rebuilding is going to take a lot of 

time…and money.  And rebuilding takes people.  Lots of people joining together with a mind to work.  And 

unfortunately, there were people who wanted to stop the work.  But God’s hand was upon them, the work 

continued, and the wall was rebuilt.  No matter the obstacle, keep moving.  Keep moving.  Keep moving.  Let 

us continue building. 

 


